Pentecost 4C (proper 9)- Questions on the Readings - 7 July 2019:

2 Kings 5:1-14  Questions:  

1.  Israel was always being invaded by surrounding more powerful nations. Why would the king of Israel be worried about a letter, carried by a known warrior, from the king of  Aram? (v7)

2. What action and instruction by Elisha were insulting to Namaan? (v10) 
3. What tells you that Namaan respected his servants and treated them well? (v13)
4. When have you stood in God’s way?

5. What can we learn from the story of Naaman, the King of Israel and the man of God?

Psalm 30 Questions:  

1. What kind of psalm might Psalm 30 be?
2. Sheol (the Pit) was Jerusalem's garbage dump. What can send us down into our pit?  (vv2-3)
3. How long does it take us to recover from deep grief? How can we praise God when we are in mourning? (vv10-12) 

4.  When have you been unable to see God working in your life?

5. How might we be more present to God’s presence in our lives?

Isaiah 66:10-14 Questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why? 
2. How does the comforting image of Jerusalem help God's people? How might it help you?  
3. Where are God's people in exile? What do they long for? (v13)
4. What would the conditions in Jerusalem have been like during the exile? How does the vision of prosperity help the people of God where they are? 
5. This part of Isaiah aims to uplift God's people? Search out other texts with a similar focus. 
Psalm 66:1-9 Questions:  
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What kind of psalm is Psalm 66? In what context might it be used today? 
3. What saving event for the people of God is being referred to in verse 6?

4. How does God watch over God's people? What kind of protection is this (vv8-9)? 
5. Look back on your life and see where God has protected you? (vv8-9) 
Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16  Questions:  

1. How do we bear one another's burdens?  (v2)
2. What might it look like if we were created anew?

3. How do you concern yourself with helping people rather than judging them?
4. How do we work "for the good of all" in our faith community? - in our local community? (v10) 
5. What does it mean to live in God's " new creation" right now? (vv15-16)
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20  Questions:

1. Why did Jesus send out the 70 to " travel light" (v4)? What would this force the disciples to do? 
2. How does Jesus advice to shake the dust off their feet keep the disciples focussed on their role? 
3. What does this lesson have to say about your own ministry?
4. How do you respond when you encounter hardship in my ministry?

5. How can we " travel light" and share  the good news with those we meet? 
