Pentecost 5C (proper 10)- Questions on the Readings - 14 July 2019:

Amos 7:7-17 Questions:  

1.  The context is that the king Amaziah of Israel, of the line of Jereboam, was ruling the people for his own needs and not ruling justly. What does a plumb line do? So why does Amos use the vision of a plumb-line to get across the idea that the rulers of Israel will bring disaster? (vv7-9)
2. What has God called Amos to do? Does he stop prophesying about Israel? (vv14-16)
3. What happened to the kingdom of Israel not long after this prophecy from Amos? (v17) 

4. Do you know someone who was clearly called by God to work to repair injustices? Do you see any prophets like Amos at work in the world right now?

5. What message does this text have for the leaders of your congregation? (v14)
Psalm 82 Questions:  

1. What kind of psalm might Psalm 82 be? ( lament, judgement?)
2. The wicked appear to prosper and weak and needy struggle. What has changed in our world today?  (vv2-5)
3.  How can the psalmist continue to pray to God? Despite all how is his faith expressed? (v8) 

4. What does Psalm 82 say about the way the world works even today? 
5. Do you see this kind of rhythm in injustices you have witnessed? Do you believe this rhythm and outcome is possible in the face of injustices perpetrated in the world today?

Deuteronomy 30:9-14 Questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How does keeping God's commandments help us to prosper?  (vv9-10)
3. Is the word of God  too hard for us? Does God call us to do things we cannot do? (v11)

4. How is the word of God near us, in our mouths and in our hearts? (v14)
5. What is the word of God calling the people of your congregation to do today? (v11)
Psalm 25:1-10 Questions:  
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What kind of psalm is Psalm 25? In what context might it be used today?  (praise, worship)
3. How does God teach us the right ways to go? (vv4-5)
4. How does God lead you in the right pathways of life? (v10)
5. How is God leading your congregation in the right pathways? (v10) 
Colossians 1:1-14 Questions:  

1. Why does Paul use such flowery words in the introduction? What is he aiming to do with the Church at Colossae?  (vv1-7)
2. How can we build up our brothers and sisters in the faith? (vv9-10)
3. How can we live lives worthy of God so that we bear fruit and grow in our faith? (vv9-10)
4. How do we respond to praise? How can we praise people in our congregation? (vv11-12) 
5. Paul wants to support the Colossians in leading lives worthy of God. What does ‘leading a life worthy of the Lord’ mean to you?
Luke 10:25-37 Questions:

1. Is the story of the good Samaritan a true story or a story with deeper truths? Could this incident really have happened? What is Luke's Jesus trying to teach the lawyer and us? 
2. Why don't the priest and the Levite help the victim? What laws are of more concerned to them - helping a neighbour or remaining clean? How can we avoid getting dirty? (v31-32)

3. How have you been fortunate to witness individuals speaking and demonstrating truth to the powerful? When might you have opportunities to speak this kind of radical truth? 

4. What modern day parable (teaching story) could you use with a similar message? 
5. How do we "go and do likewise"? (v37)
