PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God we pray that you may fill us wisdom and understanding,

so that we may live a life worthy of you 

a life in which we bear fruit in every good deed, 

and acquire strength and endurance, patience and a joyful heart—

a heart that gives thanks to you in every situation....  

Lord hear us:  Lord, hear our prayer...
We pray for those who live in darkness today,

and for those who are afflicted by the forces of human evil 

and the schemes of the prince of this world...  

Lord hear us:  Lord, hear our prayer...
We pray for all women who are oppressed and beaten, 

and forced to submit to the men around them,

both those in our land and those in far off nations...

Lord hear us:  Lord, hear our prayer...
We pray for the children who hunger and thirst,

those who have no home or place to call their own,

that they may have food for each day and a bed for each night...  

Lord hear us:  Lord, hear our prayer...
We pray for our nation and for all who are in authority over us,

and indeed for all nations of our world,

that there may be peace with justice within them and between them Lord hear us:  Lord, hear our prayer...
And Lord, we pray for the particular people and situations 

that have been raised before you today,

and those we now hold before you in our hearts 

and with the words of our lips....

Lord hear us:  Lord, hear our prayer...
In your mercy, Lord, you hear all our prayers.  

We thank you and we praise you for it and for all that you do,

through Christ Jesus, our Lord and our brother.  Amen.

Pentecost 6C Proper 11 –21 July 2019 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people
SONGS TiS 607 “Make me a channel of your peace”

WELCOME to our worship at ..... UC. Welcome to any newcomers. Today we focus on how if there are basically two ways of serving Jesus, like Martha we can serve in practical loving ways, or like Mary we can serve by sitting and listening to Jesus. 
CALL TO WORSHIP Let’s worship God! (Ps 52)
Those who put their trust in other than God 
will easily be influenced by the power of evil; 
But those who put their trust in God 
discover that the steadfast love of God lasts forever.
In the presence of your faithful people, O God,
 we proclaim your name, for it is good. Amen! 

SONG  TiS 619 “Have faith in God my heart”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that the distractions and busyness of our live make it difficult to listen deeply to your voice.  Transform our priorities so that we make space in our lives to be quiet and listen to you. 

God in your mercy: hear our prayer
Lord Jesus, seeker of the lost, we confess to becoming so shaped by the values of this age that your call on our lives is becoming hard to hear. Transform our values so that they are shaped by your concern for the unloved and unlovely, and for the weak and powerless in our society. 
God in your mercy: hear our prayer
Lord Jesus, friend of the poor, we confess that too often any mission planning is weighed against economic viability. Transform our thinking so that we risk believing that all things are held together, not by money, but by you. 
God in your mercy: hear our prayer
Lord Jesus, bearer of reconciliation, we confess that all too often in our faith communities, we harbour thoughts which separate us and make us hostile to each another. Transform our hearts so that we are filled with the desire to forgive one another and to make peace. 
God in your mercy: hear our prayer
Lord Jesus, source of our faith, we confess that we forget all too quickly the words we say, and pray, and sing,  in our time of worship. Transform our lives so that they remain connected to you at all times and in all places. In your name we pray. Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS Hear the good news:
In Jesus all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Jesus all things, whether on earth or in heaven,  have been reconciled to God. (Colossians 1:19,20 NRSV) Your sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

SONG
TiS 703 “As the deer pants”
We Receive God’s word
FIRST READING  Colossians 1:15-28 
EARLY WORD “Martha and Mary”
Martha and Mary were sisters. They loved each other very much, but sometimes, they didn’t get along. Sometimes, they each had different ideas about what should be happening.

The sisters had spent the afternoon getting ready for Jesus’ visit. They were very excited. The sun was just setting as Jesus arrived at their door. Martha and Mary invited Jesus into their home. Jesus took off his sandals and sat down. Mary, Martha and Jesus talked for a few minutes, and then Martha went over to a big pot and began to stir and stir. (Hold one arm curved out as though holding a big pot. The other hand pretends to stir.)

Mary sat down by Jesus and said, “I would like to listen to some of your stories.” (Cup one hand behind an ear.)

Jesus began to tell a story, and Mary began to listen and listen. (Cup one hand behind an ear.)

Martha kept looking over at Mary and Jesus as she was stirring and stirring. (Pretend to stir the pot.) Martha called Mary over to where she was. In an angry voice, Martha said, “Why aren’t you helping me?” 

Mary looked like she didn’t want to listen to Martha at all. (Put hands over both ears.)

Jesus could tell that the sisters were feeling frustrated with one another. Jesus came over and asked what was the matter.

Martha said, “You are our special guest tonight! I want to make sure that the food is just right, so Mary needs to help me stir!” (Pretend to stir the pot.) “Tell Mary she should help me!”

Jesus looked at Mary and Martha and smiled. Jesus knew that they both wanted to make sure that it was a good evening. He said to Martha, “Martha, how about if you and Mary both sit with me and listen to some stories?” (Cup a hand behind an ear.) Then, we can all stir the pot together. (Pretend to stir the pot.) The most important part of tonight is the time we spend together, so let’s do exactly that.

Martha and Mary both listened and listened (cup a hand behind an ear) to what Jesus said. And they smiled because they knew Jesus was right.

SONG TiS 220 "This, this is the God we adore"
This, this is the God we adore, 

our faithful, unchangeable friend;

whose love is as great as his power

and never knows measure nor end.

‘Tis Jesus the first and the last, 

whose Spirit shall guide us safe home; 

we’ll praise him for all that is past

and trust him for all that’s to come.

L. F. Bartlett 1933- Joseph Hart 1712-68 alt.  Public Domain

GOSPEL
Luke 10:38-42 
SERMON “Play your part for Jesus”
We respond to God’s Word

SONG TiS 693 “Come as you are”

OFFERING PRAYER Generous God, accept and bless our gifts, for we offer them in response to your many gifts to us.  May this offering - of gifts and lives  - be used to make your word more fully known  and your love more fully experienced. This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Lord hear us:  Lord, hear our prayer...
We are sent out to share the Good News

SONG TIS 609 “May the mind of Christ my saviour”

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go into this week to have Martha-time and Mary-time.

Go to play your part in serving Jesus 

as Martha and Mary and be blessed for both.
And as you go may you be:

formed by the word of God,
informed by the compassion of Jesus Christ, 
transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit.

BLESSING SONG TiS 749 “Thuma mina”

























