Pentecost 6C (proper 11)- Questions on the Readings - 21 July 2019:

Amos 8:1-12 Questions:  

1. Research who Amos was. What kind of a prophet was he?  
2. What does the basket of "summer fruit" symbolise? What is Amos predicting will happen to  the people of Israel? (vv1-3)
3. What modern day prophecies might actually come to pass if world leaders do nothing?
4. Why do we judge? Who has the right to judge?
5. Do you feel your love of God will cause you to be judged by non-believers?

Psalm 52 Questions:  

1. What kind of psalm might Psalm77 be? Is it a lament about the way things are?
2. Who is this evil-doer that the psalmist complaining about? Is there such a thing as evil? (vv1-5) 
3.  Despite all the complaining through the psalm, what does the punchline say? (vv8-9)

4. Do you have a strong faith in God? How do we keep our faith strong in the face of so much evil in the world?
5. Where is God in your relationship with yourself and others?
Genesis 18:1-10a Questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. The Hebrew law of hospitality was always to offer food and shelter to the widow the orphan and the stranger?  Why did Abraham  give such generous hospitality to the 3 men? (vv1-2) He ran, an unusual thing to do in public - compare this with another father who ran to meet his son?  
3. How do you offer hospitality to strangers in your congregation? Why?
4. What blessing did the three men give to Abraham and Sarah? (vv9-10a) 
5. What does it mean for Sarah to have a son at her age? (vv 9-10a) 
Psalm 15 Questions:  
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What is the psalmist concentrating on here faithfulness or good ethics? 
3. How does the psalmist contrast the behaviour of the godless and the God-fearers? (vv2-5)
4. How does behaving honestly towards others set the Jews apart? The Semitic way is to encourage bribery and trickery rather than honesty? 
5. What is the punch-line in verse 5?  
Colossians 1:15-28 Questions:  

1. Paul's theology of Christ is called High Theology. Why?  (vv15-18) 

2. How is the fullness of God experienced in the world? (v19) 

3. How has God reconciled all things through Christ? (vv20-21)
4. Why is this text Good News for people of mature faith? (vv27-28) 

5. How often do you take the opportunity to spread God’s teachings and word? Can God’s word be experienced through action and not words? If so, how?

Luke 10:38-42  Questions:
1. Jesus needs two kinds of hospitality - welcome and food. So both sisters have a role to play.- So what is not right about Martha's attitude to her sister? 
2. Martha gets "bad press" in this text. Is she really doing anything wrong? (vv41-42)
3. What does Mary focus on that Martha could also focus on while still preparing the meal? (v39)
4. What is this "better or good part" that shows that Martha is "part right" in what she is doing? (v42)  
5. Where do you experience God’s presence? When do you experience God’s absence? When do you find yourself closest to God?

