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Welcome (환영합니다) Hoon  
 

You can help to welcome Hoon at his 
Induction Service  which is to be 
held in Pilgrim Uniting Church at 
4.00pm on Sunday 4 th August. 

Hoon is taking up the position of 
Presbytery Minister for Mission 
Development in Tasmania. This 
position will also have a relationship 
with the Synod department for 
equipping Leadership for Mission 
(eLM). 

 

Hoon’s Induction will be a Presbytery 
service led by Rev Ann Perrin as 
Chairperson, and will be conducted jointly 
with eLM because of the eLM dimension of 
Hoon’s position. 

Hoon and Hee-Seung (Hannah) Kook 
have three children: Joon (20), Sarah (15) 
and Issac (9). The family are in the process 
of settling into Launceston and Hoon is 
looking forward to joining the Presbytery 
team and contributing to the worship, 
witness and service of the Uniting Church across Tasmania.  
 

 
Please share Uniting Tasmania with others in your church community 
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Opportunities 

Code of Ethics & Safe Church 
Tuesday 3 September– Longford UCA 
      Code of Ethics  9.30am-12.30pm 
      Safe Church     1.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Saturday 21 September – Glenorchy UC 
      Code of Ethics  9.30am-12.30pm 
      Safe Church     1.00pm – 4.00pm 
 

Safe Church Training is for anyone who has not yet attended a Safe 
Church session or one since June 2017.   All those in designated 
leadership positions are required to attend and others with Working 
With Vulnerable People cards / registration are encouraged to attend .  

 

KIDS CAMPOUT 2019  
when?  28 — 29 SEPT 2019  

where? SCOTCH OAKBURN COLLEGE  

  VALLEY CAMPUS, FINGAL 
 

who can come? children in grades 3 – 6 
what happens? great fun and activities, games, craft, singing, stilts 
more information?   Registration information and flyers have been sent to 
congregations.  Contact the UCA Tasmanian Office:  tas.office@victas.uca.org.au 
OR 6331 9784 for more information or material 
 

 

Next Presbytery Gathering  
 

9.45am Saturday 9 November 2019 

Devonport Uniting Church 
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Reflection    UCA Historical Conference 

 
In June, I was invited to 
attend the bi-annual 
National UCA Historical 
Conference in 
Melbourne. Every state 
and territory was 
represented. The four 
days included guest 

speakers and historical members presenting different papers pertaining to the 
past and emerging ministries within the UCA. It was a wonderful time of 
meeting people of whom I had been emailing with for years. To listen to how 
different states preserve their heritage and the challenges presented within that 
was also beneficial.  

Some highlights of the event included D’Arcy Wood and a small choir leading 
us in hymns – modern and timeless with their history attached. One presenter 
gave a historical lesson on the communion tables found in the Presbyterian 
churches of Kirklands Campbelltown, Evandale and Oatlands. Such a 
presentation challenged theological thinking on how communion has 
previously been presented in relation to the different forms we present 
communion today.  

On the closing day all states and territories were asked to present an artefact 
from their collection. Some of those items or stories included the story of a 
blade from the propeller of a WWII transport ship sunk by the Japanese in 
Darwin Harbour. The blade now forms part of a peace garden at a UCA Church 
in the Territory. Other items included a bible signed from every Methodist 
President from 1904-1964, artefacts from the Methodist Order of the Knights 
and the original Covenant documents signed with the Uniting Aboriginal and 
Islander Congress. From Tasmania, I presented one of Benjamin Carvosso’s 
books from the first public lending library in Tasmania.  

With the theme of the conference being “Finding a Home in the UCA”, the 
challenge for us all moving forward is to see how we continue to hold onto what 
matters and to be willing to let go of what binds us to the past. How to tell God’s 
story in a way that is relevant to the audience we are presenting to hopefully 
will entice a whole new group of people to be able to find a home in the UCA. 
In saying that, the conference was well worth attending.  

Karen Woolford   
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  (Previously UCA Funds Management) 
 

Why U Ethical 

U Ethical is an investment manager with a difference. As an institution of the 
Uniting Church in Victoria and Tasmania, it believes in creating a better world 
by investing with purpose—today and into the future. 

The website, https://www.uethical.com/, has information about U Ethical, its 
products and a useful blog called Good Returns News dealing with social 
justice issues. Some of the current articles include “Credit where credit isn't 
due? Time for all banks to ban the use of credit cards for online gambling” and 
“U Ethical - joining other finance leaders in supporting the Uluru statement.” 
  

  
 

Chairperson of Presbytery 2020 
Our present Chairperson, Rev Ann Perrin, will conclude her term 
in November this year. A Search Group has been set up to help 
the Presbytery find the next Chairperson. 
 

The group has been asked to consider:  
� what is required of a chairperson  
� what tasks might be taken on by others  
� whether the position could be a part time ministry  

placement or remunerated in other ways.  
� and to identify potential nominees for the role. 

We invite members of the Uniting Church across Tasmania to 
pray for discernment for the Search Group and for the 

Presbytery, which elects the chairperson. 
 

We also invite you to contact the Chairperson Search Group  
with comments and suggestions or Expressions of Interest.  

 
David Reeve dareeve@iinet.net.au 
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Turning the tide on muscle 
decline  
 
 

Age-related loss of muscle mass and function was this month officially 
recognised as a disease – but one aged care organisation is already working 
on strategies to reduce its impact on older Australians.  
 
Sarcopenia affects up to 30 per cent of people aged 65 and older living in the 
community, and causes falls, fractures, disability, hospitalisation and even 
death. Despite the potentially deadly consequences of sarcopenia, the disease 
is rarely diagnosed or treated in clinical settings in Australia because many 
health professionals are unaware of the condition.  
 
Uniting AgeWell’s Amanda Mehegan, Regional Manager AgeWell Centres 
Melbourne, said that was set to change. Amanda said “Recognising sarcopenia 
as a disease will increase awareness of the condition, resulting in more regular 
diagnosis and better treatment,” she said.  “Many older people living in the 
community could benefit from allied health and therapy services, like one-on-
one strength training or group fitness classes offered at our AgeWell Centres, 
and this change will ensure more older people are referred to those valuable 
services.  “As an organisation committed to supporting older people to remain 
well and independent, we see this as a great step forward.”  
 

Uniting AgeWell and Victoria University 
are at the forefront of Australian research 
into sarcopenia with their ‘Your Muscles 
Matter’ study. Researchers, under the 
supervision of Professor Alan Hayes, are 
testing evidence that suggests therapeutic 
interventions, particularly resistance 
training, reduces the incidence or severity 
of sarcopenia.  

 
More than 100 Uniting AgeWell clients, including Noble Park AgeWell Centre 
client Bernie Lellyett (pictured), are involved in the study that will continue until 
mid-2020.  
 
For more information about Uniting AgeWell’s allied  health and therapy 
services, visit unitingagewell.org or call T: 1300 783 435.  
 
Uniting AgeWell is an organisation of the Uniting Church in Australia with a long 
tradition of providing quality aged care services for older Australians.  
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Reflection on the 2019 Synod meeting   

The theme for this meeting of the Synod of Victoria and Tasmania was Isaiah 
43:19, “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive 
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert” (NRSV). This 
theme was used from the opening worship to the closing service. 

Not only was the theme spoken about there were examples of things being 
done in a new way.  During the communion part of the opening worship there 
were a variety of people involved – some Lay and some Ordained, some 
children and some adults as well as male and female.  The newly installed 
Moderator Rev Denise Liersch chose the theme and spoke about the 
importance of the church from years ago and some of the ways in which church 
is conducted now. 

One of the proposals being presented on the first day of the meeting was for 
the acceptance of a new Disability Action Plan.  One of the speakers to this 
proposal was Meredith Allen.  Meredith is the president of the International 
Society of Alternative and Augmentative Communication (ISAAC, www.isaac-
online.org).  I noted that when this proposal was being presented that the 
people involved came down the steps from the stage and so that all the 
presenters including Meredith Allen were on the same level.  Meredith arranged 
and presented her speech via a recorded voice on her computer.  It was good 
to see a person with a disability included in the presentation of this proposal.  
This proposal was then accepted by the members of the Synod meeting. 

The major proposal presented for consideration at this Synod meeting was the 
Uniting Church response to Voluntary Assisted Dying legislation which had 
recently come into law in Victoria.  This is an important matter as the Synod 
sets the policy context for Uniting AgeWell, Uniting agencies and the Epworth 
Hospital group. The first draft of the proposed response was presented on the 
Saturday.  The first discussions on this proposal were done in our working 
groups – these were allocated to us and separate from our table groups.  After 
each meeting of the working groups the facilitation group considered the 
suggestions made and reworked the proposal and reported back to all the 
members of the Synod meeting.  It was Monday before this proposal was 
discussed by the meeting as a whole.  Eventually after much discussion and 
rewording the proposal was accepted by the meeting.  

One of the other proposals discussed and accepted by this Synod meeting was 
for an increased support and participation from the under 50 age group of our 
wider church community.  Part of this proposal was to work towards 30% of the 
next Synod meeting being under 50 years of age – a challenge and a new way 
of doing things for the church into the future. 

 

Read the full text of Shirley Bower’s reflection on the Presbytery website 
ucatas.org.au, or contact the UC Tasmanian Office for a printed copy.  
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Gospel stands with the UCA 
Below are photos from the service to accept Rev Gospel Ralte as a Minister of 
the Word in the Uniting Church, which was held at Ulverstone Uniting Church 
on Sunday 23rd June with Presbytery Chairperson Rev Ann Perrin leading 
worship. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev Ann Perrin and Rev Gospel Ralte  
 

Rev Gospel Ralte describing his symbols  

 of ministry 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev Gospel Ralte, 

minister of the 

Uniting Church in 

Australia 
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Healing Through the Arts Exhibition & Cultural Gath ering 2019  
 
 

When: 7th of August, 2019 

Where: Leprena (280 Main Rd, Glenorchy) 

Time: 11am – 2pm 

 

Cultural Gathering  

Cultural Performance 

 Cultural Tucker 

 

We welcome everyone to come along to our cultural gathering and the 

‘healing through the arts’ exhibition – A collaboration between 

Aboriginal education workers, students & community.  

 

Please come and celebrate the amazing talent in our community!  

 

Lunch provided  

 

 

Please RSVP by COB: Friday the 2nd of August 

Phone:  6272 9234  

Email: leprena2015@gmail.com  
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Uniting Church  
42nd Anniversary 
Celebrations  
 

St Helens Uniting Church and 
Fingal Uniting Church  focussed 
on the ‘unique prophetic and 
apostolic testimony’ which 
nourishes and regulates our ‘faith 
and obedience’ and on the Gospel 
proclaimed ‘both in words and the two visible acts of Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper’ (see the Basis of Union paragraphs 5 and 6). The tea-lights of the 
cross represent the Biblical witnesses pointing to the Christ candle and 
symbols of baptism and communion.  

 

Ulverstone Uniting Church  hosted 
the workshop, ‘The Bible and the 
Basis’ on Saturday 29th June (see 
photo on the left). This was an 
initiative of the ACC (Tasmanian 
branch) but was open to all. The on 
line participants were not able to 
contribute to the main exercise of 
finding biblical references for key 
statements in the Basis but groups at 
Ulverstone UC found references for 
§§ 3, 5 and 18. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Congregation Reminders:  

• Online Church surveys/reports – Heartbeat of 
the church for Church Council Secretaries AND 
Treasurer’s Questionnaire 

• Annual Maintenance Statements (Log Books) 
are now due back at UCA Tasmanian Office 
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Andrew McDonough , best known as the author and illustrator of the Lost 
Sheep books, is coming to Tasmania! Jesus’ best command ever is ‘look at the 
birds’. It’s where to start if you’re following Jesus. Now, if you’re in ministry 
leadership, we recommend you pay attention to all of God’s creatures. If people 
drive you bonkers, if you’re exhausted from helping everyone, if your last 
sermon was described as ‘nice’ and if the phrase ‘fruitful ministry’ fills you with 
determination and despair then join the duck, an echidna, a caterpillar, a tree, 
Andrew McDonough and other new ministry friends in a workshop that will be 
fun and possibly of some value.”  
 
Who:  everyone in local leadership roles, ministers, and pastors 

Dates: Fri 9 th August 10.00am-1.00pm at Penguin UC  

Sat 10 th August 10.00am-1.00pm at Launceston North 

Sun 11th August 11.30am-2.30pm at Clarence UC  
 

Cost $10.00 

Morning Tea will be provided as part of the North West (Penguin Uniting 
Church) & North (Launceston North Uniting Church) events, the South event 
(Clarence Uniting Church) is byo lunch  

Register  and pay on-line: https://www.trybooking.com/BDHNK  
OR Off-line  registration: 03 6331 9784 or tas.office@victas.uca.org.au  
 
Registrations appreciated by Wednesday August 7 p  



11 

 

 JIM (Justice & International Mission) News. See: 
https://victas.uca.org.au/ministry-mission/social-
justice/  

 Assembly National Update  available at 
https://assembly.uca.org.au/   

 Presbytery of Tasmania website : 
https://ucatas.org.au/   

 Chris Barnett’s Tasmania Children and Families update  by email contact 
Chris.Barnett@ctm.uca.edu.au  Previous Updates are available at Monthly 
Updates 

 UCA Intercultural & Intergenerational workshops  The Uniting Church 
seeks to be an intercultural and intergenerational church. What does this 
look like in practice? What are the challenges and – more importantly – how 
do we work towards addressing them together? Join with others from around 
the Uniting Church Synod of Victoria and Tasmania at this engaging and 
practical workshop, leave better equipped for more effective 
intergenerational and intercultural ministry in your context. Aug 27, 28 CTM, 
Melbourne For more information, e-mail chris.barnett@victas.uca.org.au. 
 

 A Climate of Change: Tomorrow’s Moral Imperative To day Justice and 
International Mission Conference 2019 This will be held at the Centre for 
Theology and Ministry on Saturday 7th September. For more information ring 
Ann Byrne (03) 9340 8815 or email: ann.byrne@victas.uca.org.au  

 

  Praying for the Presbytery 

 

 
This month please remember  

in your prayers: 

 

 For Hoon You, Hee-Seung (Hannah) Kook, Joon, Sarah and Issac  
as they settle into Tasmania to live and work amongst us. 

 For Kids Campout organisers as they prepare for Kids Camp Out 
 Thriving Ministry Leadership  presenters and participants 

 

 

This 

‘n 

That 
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August  
Fri  9  10.00am Thriving Ministry Leadership at Penguin UC 
Sat  10 10.00am Thriving Ministry Leadership at Launceston North 
Sun  11   11.30am Thriving Ministry Leadership at Clarence UC  
Thur  22     10.00am  Presbytery Standing Committee 
Mon  26      11.00am Resource & Development Committee 
Tue  27       10.00am Pastoral Relations Committee 
 
September  
Tue 3 9.30am Safe Church and Code of Ethics, Longford UC 
Thur  19   10.00am  Presbytery Standing Committee 
Sat 21 9.30pm Safe Church and Code of Ethics, Glenorchy UC 
Mon  23   11.00am Resource & Development Committee 
Tue  24 10.00am  Pastoral Relations Committee 
Sat 28 - Sun 29 Kids Campout, Fingal 
 
Please check our Presbytery Calendar of events on the Presbytery website 
 

Synod Lay Preachers Association 
Continuing Education Day 
Each year, the LPA holds a Continuing Education Day to 
facilitate the continued learning of preaching and worship as 
required by Assembly. This year’s CED is on 3 August  at the 
        Centre for Theology & Ministry, Parkville. 
 

To see videos of last year’s event,  go to https://ctm.uca.edu.au/resources/lpa/lay-preachers-
association-lay-education-day-4-august-2018/  
 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 

What’s On 

 

Published and distributed in the week before the last Sunday of each month. 
Contributions received seven days prior to publication. 

Editor: Graham Booth, 36 Paterson Street, Launceston, 7250 
or (03) 6331 9784 or tas.office@victas.uca.org.au 

Presbytery of Tasmania website:  https://ucatas.org.au 
The map of Tasmania including King and Flinders Islands has been adapted from a Creative Commons file 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Australia_Tasmania_location_map_blank.svg 
 

Got a good news story or a great photo? 
Share your good news with the Uniting Church across Tasmania and 
Victoria!   Send your information to tas.office@victas.uca.org.au and 
crosslight@victas.uca.org.au 
 


