PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
(Hebrews 11)
God, we thank you that we stand in a long line of believers who have been faithful through the ages. You have been leading your people through trial and difficulty. You have always set before them hope for today and hope for  tomorrow. We pray that you would bless us in our time as we seek to be as faithful as our forebears. May we know the faith which is filled with hope in things not seen. 

God give us faith: God help our unfaith.

• Give to us a faith like the grain of mustard seed which had small beginnings but which yielded large results. 

• Give to us the faith to move the mountains of difficulty which come to each of us. 

• Give to us the faith that works towards a distant goal.
God give us faith: God help our unfaith.

• Give to us a faith which has a vision of a new world where peace and love characterize the transactions of people and of nations and where war is no more. 

• Give to us a faith like Abraham’s to move forward not knowing our destination but trusting in your leading. 
God give us faith: God help our unfaith.

• Give to us a faith which is able to endure those moments of personal disquiet and to trust that you are with us. 

• Give to us a faith which sees the welfare of others as our business because it is the focus of your constant love for your people. 

God give us faith: God help our unfaith.

God, give us faith to walk with you through the ebb and flow of life and to journey forward to towards your promised goal.

God give us faith: God help our unfaith.  Amen

~ written by Richard Einerson, and posted on Richard J. Einerson: Prayers of the People.
Pentecost 10C –18 August 2019 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people
SONG TiS  685 "Lord I come to you"
WELCOME to our worship at .............. UC. Welcome to any visitors! Today we focus on what it means to practise our faith,  to train and exercise our faith in Jesus Christ each day. 
CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Hebrews 11-12)

God has called us like Moses in the wilderness, 

the prophets in the hills, and the disciples in the cities.

They shared their blessings with others,

so that we might know God’s presence here.
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,  let us also lay aside all that burdens us.

Let us persevere in the race before us,  looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of our faith. Amen!
SONG  TiS 477 "Jesus calls us here to meet him"

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
You have given us a world of beauty, and we have spoilt it.
A world to feed us, and so many go hungry.
A world of riches, and we are unwilling to share.
A world to care for, and we think only of ourselves.
God forgive us: God forgive us.  (silent confession)

Forgive us, gracious God,
every time your heart is saddened by our selfishness,
when we have no thought for others, no cares but ours.
God forgive us: God forgive us.  (silent confession)

Enable us God, to see this world as a gift from you 
that can be shared with all those who live on it 
as our neighbours.
God forgive us: God forgive us.  (silent confession)
God forgive us . May your name may be glorified,
through the beauty of this world,
and the service of our lives. Amen

~ written by John Birch, and posted on Faith and Worship. 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS Hear the good news:

We are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, who have followed Jesus before us. So let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfector of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, took our sins upon himself , and now sits at the right hand of God.

Our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God!


DOXOLOGY  TiS 655 "O let the Son of God enfold you"
We Receive God’s word
FIRST READING
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
EARLY WORD
 "Lost and Found" - a long way home
SONG   TiS 526 "Lord Jesus Christ"
GOSPEL


Luke 12:49-56
SERMON "Faith That Starts Fires"
We respond to God’s word
SONG TiS  609 "May the mind of Christ my saviour"
OFFERING PRAYER

God of Abraham and Elijah, God of Jesus Christ, God of a whole cloud of witnesses to the faith, you meet us here, as we run the race of faith that is before us.  Bless us and the gifts we offer, dedicated to living out our faith each day, loving and serving you, in the name of Christ. Amen
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God give us faith: God help our unfaith.

We are sent out to share the Good News

NOTICES

SONG TIS  572 "O thou who camest from above"
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now with your eyes on Jesus,
the pioneer and perfector of our faith.
Lay aside the ways of sin,
bring forth a harvest of justice and righteousness,
and run with perseverance, the race that is set before us.

And may God turn to you and cherish you;
May Christ Jesus enfold you with the light of his presence;
And may the Holy Spirit give you life and strength.
Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord,
In the name of Christ. Amen.

BLESSING SONG  TiS  749 "Thuma mina"

























