Pentecost 11C (proper 16)- Questions on the Readings - 25 August 2019:

Jeremiah 1:4-10 Questions:  

1. Have you ever felt called by God?
2.  How would it feel to be chosen as a prophet even before we were born? (v5)
3. What kind of excuses might we put up for not answering such a call?  (vv6-7)

4. What kind of ministry is God calling you to carry out? (v9)
5. What kind of ministry is God calling your congregation to carry out? (vv9-10)
Psalm 71:1-6 Questions:  

1. How does God respond to our prayers to "incline your ear to me"? (v2) 
2. How can God be our rock and refuge in times of trouble? How can God be this in your congregation? (vv3-4)
3. How do we "lean on" God?  From where does our strength come when we need it? (v5)
4. What does this psalm say to us in the church today? 
5. How might we turn to God to keep us safe when our enemies are not other people but  aspects of ourselves? (selfishness, greed, apathy??)
Isaiah 58:9b-14  Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How do we "shine our light" so others can see God? (vv9-10) 
3. How are we like a parched garden waiting for God's living water? (v11)

4. How does God rebuild our spirit, and lift us up when we are down? (v12) 
5. How can we honour the Sabbath and keep it a holy day? (vv13-14)
Psalm 103:1-8 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Bless is a word we don't often use. How do we bless God? (v1)
3. How are God's saving actions described in verses 2-5? 

4. To what saving action with Moses does the psalm refer in verse 7? 
5. How do we show other people the steadfast love that God has for all people? (v8)
Hebrews 12:18-29 Questions:  

1. What is the writer of Hebrews saying to the faithful of his day? (vv25-26)
2. What spiritual practices have helped you when God’s voice seemed silent to you? What practices have helped nurture your gratitude for God?
3. What is the writer of Hebrews saying to us and the way we exercise our faith today? (vv25-26) 
4. How do we show acceptable awe and worship to God? (v28)
5. How can God be a refining fire for us today? (v29)
Luke 13:10-17 Questions:  

1. What does the word Sabbath mean to you? How are we meant to experience Sabbath? (v10) How do you keep the Sabbath holy?

2. The woman is set free from her sickness. How can Jesus set us free from the burdens which bind us?   (vv12-13)

3. What does Jesus healing on the Sabbath tell us about following religious rules? (vv15-16)
4. From what kinds of bondages can we be set free today? (v16)
5. What practices help you grow spiritually during the week? What else might be worth trying?

