Pentecost 15C (proper 17)- Questions on the Readings - 28 August 2016:

Jeremiah 2:4-13 Questions:  

1.  To which two Hebrew kingdoms is the prophet Jeremiah speaking? (v4)
2. What behaviour is the prophet Jeremiah speaking about in verses 7 & 8? 
3. What dire warning is the prophet giving God's people if they forsake God and God's ways? (vv 11-13)
4. What does the image of God as a "fountain of living water" mean to you?   (v13)
5. What blessings of God have you and your community rejected, and why? What have you sought to replace those blessings with, and how well is that working?

Psalm 81:1, 10-16 Questions:  

1. What kind of psalm is Psalm 81? What behaviour is being targeted? (v11) 
2. What happens when we have "stubborn hearts" and follow our own counsel? (12)
3. When has the stubbornness of your heart led you away from God’s ways? When has the stubbornness of your heart melted and restored you to relationship with God?

4. What does the psalm encourage us to do in verse 13? How does this help our spiritual health?
5. What is God wanting to feed us with that will satisfy our spiritual hunger today? (v15)
Sirach 10:12-18 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Sin is about total denial of God. How does our pride play a part in sin ? (v13) 
3. How can our pride-filled decisions lead to disastrous consequences? (v13)

4. What happens when we allow pride and anger to take us over in the church? (v18) 
5. To whom can we turn for a role model of lack of pride? (v18)  
Psalm 112 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What may be a better word than "fear" of the Lord kin verse 1? Does this kind of fear mean terror or something else?
3. How can we be gracious, merciful, and righteous in the way we live our faith (v4)? 

4. How do we deal generously with other people and conduct our affairs with justice? (v5)
5. What are the results of our right living in our community? (vv9-10)
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 Questions:  

1. Have you ever "entertained an angel" without even knowing it? (v1)
2. Are there such things "angels in human form"? How do we know that they are? 
3. How can we imitate the faith of another follower of Jesus? (v7)
4. What does it mean for you that Jesus Christ is the same: yesterday, today, and tomorrow? (v8)
5. How is the love of God reflected in your actions toward others? If someone looked at your life and not your words, could they see what you truly love and value?
Luke 14:1, 7-14 Questions:  

1. How do we choose a place of "less honour"? (v10)
2. Do we only invite friends to eat with us on the basis that they can return the favour? (v12) How do calculations of social status impact your participation in the kingdom of God?

3. What would happen if the host gave up all social calculations and became the kind of host that God is, a host who seeks out the humble and the last? 

4. What would it mean for us to invite poor, disabled people to eat out table? (vv13-14)
5. What kinds of rewards do we receive from sharing food with needy strangers? (v14)
