Pentecost 9C (proper 14)- Questions on the Readings -11 August 2019:

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 Questions:  

1. What are the leaders of Israel and Judah doing which is against God and God's ways? (vv11-15)
2. What godly attributes does God expect the leaders to demonstrate (vv16-17)? 

3. To what threat is Amos referring in verse 20, if the leaders do not change their ways? 
4. How can you help the oppressed?
5. In what ways can you be more obedient to God? What is your heart telling you?

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 Questions:  

1. What is the call of God on God's people expressed in verses 3 to 5?

2. What kind of a psalm is Ps 50? Write a similar one about your experience of the love of God. 

3. In the midst of what modern day situations might this psalm bring hope? 
4. In what ways can you deepen your worship?
5. What is your relationship to God? Why are personal sacrifices of importance? 

Genesis 15:1-6 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Why is it so important for Abram to have an heir? (v2)

3. Who is the slave born in Abram's house who appears to be his heir?  (v3)
4. How can Abram believe that, at his age and with Sarai  beyond child-bearing age, God will provide him with an heir? Why does God " reckoned it to him as righteousness? (v6) 
5. What kind of faith is needed to believe in the face of seeming impossibilities? (v5)
Psalm 33:12-22 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What kind of psalm is this? Where might you use it?
3. If we cannot save ourselves by our own efforts - how can we be saved? (v16-17)
4. How can God be our help and shield in times of spiritual famine? (vv18-21)
5. What song about God's steadfast love could be sung in response to this psalm? 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Questions:  

1. How can faith be "the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen"(v1) Describe what faith means to you.

2. What example of faith does Abraham give?  (9-11)
3. What are some examples of having faith in God? Can we improve our commitment to God?
4. Why does the writer of Hebrews have a forward looking focus on faith? (vv14-16)

5. How has faith helped you in your life? What kind of faith do we need in today's world? (v16)

Luke 12:32-40 Questions:  

1. "Where your treasure is your heart will be" -  what is your treasure? What treasure do we have in Jesus Christ?  (vv33-34)

2. How can we prepared for Jesus to come to us? (vv35-36)
3. How are we blessed by our openness to Christ coming at any time? (vv37-38) 

4. How does Christ come to us in unexpected ways and people? (v39-40)
5. Could you live without your possessions? How could you be more generous?

