Pentecost 13C (proper 18)- Questions on the Readings - 8 September 2019:

Jeremiah 18:1-11 Questions:  

1.  Have you ever used a potter' s wheel? What is it like to shape and reshape soft clay?
2. What might it mean that Jeremiah can only hear God’s words in this place of re/creation?

3. What does it feel like to be shaped and reshaped by God through our life's experiences? 
4. How is God reshaping the church now to enter the future?   (v11)
5. Where do we encounter God’s creative energy, and what messages might we receive in its presence?

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 Questions:  

1. What does it feel like to believe that God knows every part of us including our thoughts? (vv2-3) 
2. Consider the various references to bodies in verses 12 through 15. How might these references inform our attitudes toward human bodies generally and our own bodies specifically?

3. What does it feel like to believe that God chose you before you were even born? (v13)
4. Is everything in our life written down before we do it? Where is free will in this? (v16)
5. Sensing the awesomeness of God, how can we still have faith? (v18)
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How can obeying God's commands (10 commandments) free us to live blessed lives? (v16) 

3. What is the context of crossing the Jordan River for the Hebrew people? (v18)  

4. How are God's people to choose life? (vv19-20) 
5. How do we " choose life"  in today's secular world? ? (vv19-20)  
Psalm 1 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How can we be "happy"  in the law of God? (v1)
3. How can God's laws  be like " trees planted beside streams of water" ? (3)  

4. How can we prosper by living God's ways in the world today? (v3)
5. What are the benefits of living God's ways right now? (vv5)
Philemon 1:1-1:21 Questions:  

1. Onesimus was once Philemon's slave? What is Paul pleading for Philemon to do? (vv15-18)
2. How can we welcome and forgive someone who has wronged us? (v18)
3. What does it mean for us to be welcomed and forgiven by God? (vv18-21)
4. How can we live, what must we do, for others to hear of our love? Conversely, what has another person or group of people done that has led us to hear of their love?
5. Paul vouches for Onesimus, calls him “my own heart” (vs. 12), and pledges to take on his debts, whatever they may be. For whom might we be willing to give of ourselves similarly? And what does Paul’s selfless generosity tell us about the community of believers?
Luke 14:25-33 Questions:  

1. Jesus here is talking to his disciples who have had to leave behind family responsibilities. Why does Luke refer to hating "father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters" , in order to become a follower of Jesus? Has this caused any family conflicts in recent times? (vv25-26)
2. What does it mean for you to be a disciple? What sorts of priorities do we need to let go of in order to follow Jesus? (v27) 
3. Where does love of family sit in terms of our priorities as we follow Jesus? (v27)
4. How can our possessions "possess" us in today's secular world?  (v33)

5. Consider the language of “completion” and “finishing” in verses 28-30. What work might Jesus be calling us to complete, and when/why might we be tempted to back down prematurely?

