Pentecost 14C (proper 19)- Questions on the Readings - 15 September 2019:

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 Questions:  

1.  What devastation might Jeremiah be pointing towards?  (vv11-12)
2. What behaviour is Jeremiah targeting in verse 22? What have the people stopped doing?
3. God's people arrogantly believe that God will protect them. What is Jeremiah telling them in verse 27? In the midst of our disasters how do we know that it is not the "full end" for God?  (v27)
4. How do you react to Jeremiah’s harshness in these passages? How do they make you feel?
5. Do you believe that Jeremiah’s prophesy is inevitable? Is there still opportunity to make things right?

Psalm 14 Questions:  

1. The basis of sin is to deny God's existence? What are the consequences of such a denial? (v1) Are the behaviours described in this psalm about individual behaviours or societal ones?
3. Bad people do seem to prosper while good people struggle? How do we recognise God in others? (vv2-3)

4. Who are the people referred to as Jacob and Israel? What happens to the northern tribe?  
5. Despite every disaster that has befallen the people what is their hope in the end ? (v7)
5. When the psalmist calls for God to “restore the fortunes of his people,” do you think this is a prayer for ALL people, or just those who did not deny God’s existence?

Exodus 32:7-14 (Alternative OT Reading) Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What is the context of God's anger? (vv7-8) 

3. Moses shows great courage and faith in pleading with God not to destroy God's people. What does he risk happening to himself in this exchange? (v11)

4.  What covenant is Moses relying upon in this dangerous situation. (vv11-13)

5. Why does God change his mind? (v14)  Does God do this with us? 
Psalm 51:1-10 (Alternative Psalm) Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What is the psalmist relying upon in verse 1?

3. Are we born full of sin or with the potential to sin? (v5)  

4. How can God create in us a clean heart and right spirit within us? (v10) Why did Christ die? 
5. What kind of a psalm is this one? In what part of worship could it be used? Write a similar psalm for today's world. 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 Questions:  

1. How are we judged as faithful and called to serve Jesus? (v12)
2. What does God's grace mean to you? How does it affect your daily living? (v14) 

3. Why did Jesus Christ "come into the world to save sinners"? (v15)
4. How can we be an example to others so they may believe in Jesus? (v16)

5. How have you experienced strength and renewal through Jesus? In what ways can you share story with others as a powerful message of renewal and hope?

Luke 15:1-10 Questions:  

1. Why is Jesus more interested in tax collectors and sinners? (vv1-2)
2. How do we know when we are lost from God? Who has moved away from whom? (vv4-6) 
3. What attitude of the Pharisees and the scribes is Jesus targeting in verse 7?

4. At what times in your life have you been the lost sheep? How did your community or family welcome you back? How did God welcome you back?
5. How can your community of faith focus on this ministry of finding and welcoming those who do not know God or have turned away from God?

