Pentecost 15C (proper 20)- Questions on the Readings - 22 September 2019:

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 Questions:  

1. How comfortable to you feel complaining to God, or getting angry with God?  How well do you practice lament? (v19)
2. The people of God believe that God will protect them. Why does Jeremiah describe the  destruction in terms of the absence of God? (v19)
3. What is the hope that sustains God's faithful people in times of disaster or defeat? 
4. Reflect a painful time in your life.  How did your relationship with God feel at that time?
5. How has God shown you through your pain that there is hope rather than hopelessness, light rather than darkness?  How have you been reassured of God’s goodness and mercy?

Psalm 79:1-9 Questions:  

1. What kind of psalm is Psalm 79:1-9? How could this be used in worship at time of grief?
2. What tribes are known as Jacob and Israel? What happens to the northern tribe in 722 BC?  

3. What happened to the people of Judah? Where were they taken in exile in 586 BC? (v1)
4. Have you ever been wronged in such a way that you feel vengeful toward another person? How do you address those feelings in prayer?
5. How do you come to terms with the reality that vengeance belongs to God and not to us? Can you shift your focus, and begin to pray for the person who wronged you?

Amos 8:4-7 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. An ephah is a Hebrew measure of grain, and a shekel is a Hebrew coin. What does it mean to practise deceit with false balances?  (vv5-6)
3. What injustices do the leaders of Judah inflict on the poor? (v5-6)

4. What are the people doing which is contrary to the Jewish law require justice, mercy, and walking humbly with God? (v7)

5. How does God expect us to act towards the needy among us?  
Psalm 113 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What modern chorus comes from verse 3?

3. Jewish hospitality was about taking care of the widow, the orphan and the stranger? How does this psalm express that custom?   

4. God's justice is about reversal of the social status of the poor and the rich. How did the psalmist imagine this happening? (vv7-9)
5. What song of reversal, similar to this psalm is found in Luke's Gospel?  How do we see this in our world today?

1 Timothy 2:1-7 Questions:  

1. What is Paul urging the faithful to pray for? Why? (vv1-2)
2. Who do you pray for on a daily basis? 

3. What kinds of prayer do you offer to God in your daily prayers?

4. Why do we pray for the decision makers of our country and state? (vv1-2) 

5. How might this passage inform your practice or prayer?

Luke 16:1-13 Questions:  

1. The old Semitic way of doing business was to be clever and astute in building up favours within the local community. In this way if a person fell on hard times they could call in these favours? How does this sit with our modern day sense of honesty? (vv5-8)
2. All of us appreciate having a roof over our head and enough money to live on. Is this text anti-wealth or anti-slavery to wealth (v13)? 

3. What is our attitude towards money and possessions? Does this get in the way of serving God?
4. How does this passage challenge you? Do you sometimes feel entitled to the things you have, or do you recognize that they are gifted to you?
5. How can we be good stewards of our money without ripping off other people?

