Pentecost 16C (proper 21)- Questions on the Readings - 29 September 2019:

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 Questions:  

1  What is the situation described outside Jerusalem in this text?  (v2)
2. What is soon to happen to king Zedekiah  and the people of Judah? (vv2-3)
3. Why would anyone be buying and selling land at a time of great danger? Why would Baruch need to seal the title deeds of the purchased land in a stone jar to "last a long time"? (v14)
4. What faith-filled, foolish decision is God calling you to make?

5. What is the hope for God's people Judah, expressed in verse 15? Have you ever given a gift in an uncertain time?
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 Questions:  

1. What kind of psalm is Psalm 91? How could this be used in worship at time of deep danger?
2. What TiS hymn is based on this psalm especially verses 1 to 4? 

3. What are pinions? How does the image of the wings of God protecting you? (vv1-4)
54 In the end what is the hope expressed by the psalmist? (vv15-16)
5. How does our practice (Praying together, reading, meditating) give us confidence during difficult times? IS there a difference between praying alone and praying with others?

Amos 6:1a, 4-7 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What has already happened to the northern kingdom of Israel based around Mt Samaria?  (v1)
3. The behaviour of what group of people is the prophet Amos targeting in verses 4 to 6? 

4. Why does Amos use "the ruin of Joseph" (Israel's defeat by the Assyrians) as a warning? (v6)
5. What is Amos predicting will happen to Judah because of the poor leadership of its rulers?  (v7)

Psalm 146 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What kind of psalm is 146? Where would you use it in worship? 

3. How does the psalm urge trust in God, rather than human leadership? (vv3-4)

4. God's justice is about reversal of the social status of the poor and the rich. How does the psalmist imagine this happening? (vv7-9)
5. Jewish basic rule of hospitality was about taking care of the widow, the orphan and the stranger? How does this psalm express that custom?   (v9)

1 Timothy 6:6-19 Questions:  

1. How much is enough - money, food, shelter? What reality is Paul highlighting in verses 6-8?
3. What kinds of behaviour demonstrate godliness? (vv11-12) 

4. Keeping what commandment is Paul referring to in verse 14? 

5. What kinds of treasure can we store up for our future with God? (vv18-19)

5. How might you pray the words, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done” during an election?

Luke 16:19-31 Questions:  

1. How can this story of God reversing the situation of the rich man and Lazarus give poor and needy people hope? How does it speak to us middle class people? (v25)

2. Jesus has been talking to the Pharisees and the teachers of the Jewish Law. What warning is he giving these people in verses 29 and 30?  
3. To what is the reference to someone rising from the dead referring? (v31) 
4. What lesson can we learn from this cautionary tale of the rich man and Lazarus? What are you fooling yourself about?

5. What experience brought you to consider the love of Jesus? 

