Pentecost 18C (proper 23)- Questions on the Readings - 13 October 2019:

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 Questions:  

1. How do you find God in the ordinary places of life?
2. How is Jeremiah trying to give hope for the future to the exiles in Babylon? (vv5-7)
3. How can the exiles maintain their identity as God's people? (vv5-7)
4. All of us can be exiles in a different place.  How do you combat the grief of exile, and seek the welfare of wherever you are currently planted?

5. In our church today we can feel exiled from "how it used to be". How can we go forward, building the welfare of where we are now, and building for our future welfare? (v7)
Psalm 66:1-12 Questions:  

1. What has God done in your life that you can  praise God for? (vv1-3) 

2. In what ways has it been difficult for you to trust God in a time where God seemed absent?

3. Look back on your life and recall how God helped you through some tough times? (v11)

4. How can we praise God when times are tough? (v11)

5. The people of your congregation may be going through challenging times. How is God helping them now? 
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Why is the king of Israel scared of the king of Aram's motives?  Israel has always been surrounded by powerful nations. What has often happened in the past? (v8)
3. How often do we look for complicated solutions when a simple one will do? (v13)
4. What affirmation of faith does Naaman give to Elisha in verse 15c? 
5. Do we believe that God is only in Israel? Where is God for you? (v15c) 
Psalm 111 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What kind of psalm is Ps 111? When could this be used in worship? Write a similar psalm.  

3. What are God's precepts? (v7) How can these help us to live faithfully today? 
4. What is the covenant God has made with God's people? (v5 & v9) Look up Gen 12:1-3). 
5. Do you "fear" God? What kind of holy fear is referred to in verse 10? 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 Questions:  
1. What does it mean for the word of God not to be chained? (v8)
2. How do we know that Christ is faithful to us? How have we experienced this? (v13)

3. What are the basics of our faith in Christ crucified and risen? Does it matter if don't use the same words? (v14) 
4. How do you help to ensure that your church community remains faithful to Christ together?

5. How can we explain our faith in Jesus Christ (v15)? Retell a story of a faith experience. 
Luke 17:11-19 Questions:  

1. Have you experienced non-church people who thank God for healings in their lives? (v16) Does this show a faith in God? 

2. Have you experienced some church people who appear ungrateful for what God has done in their lives, taking it for granted? Does this show un-faith?

3. How has God in Christ healed you? How do you show your thanks? (v19)  

4. How can you practice this thankfulness every day?

5. How strongly does the congregation show its thanks in worship? 

