Pentecost 17C (proper 22)- Questions on the Readings - 6 October 2019:

Lamentations 1:1-6 Questions:  

1.  Why is the city of Jerusalem (Zion) in ruins? (v1)
2. Where have many of the people of Judah gone into exile? (v3)
3. Many people feel that God punishes them because they have done bad things. How can we help each other understand how God’s grace works?  (v5)
4. Think of a time when you were struggling. Did you feel that God helped you through that time?

 5. When you see that someone is suffering, do you think it would help him or her to hear about a time of suffering in your life that you experienced? 

Lamentations 3:19-26 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What is a lament? When it is most appropriate to lament? 

3. What is the hope in God's faithfulness expressed here? (vv21-23)

4. What TiS hymn is based on this text especially verses 22 and 23? 

5. In the end what is the only thing the faithful one can do? (vv24-26)
Psalm 137 Questions:  

1. Why would it be so hard for the people to sing happy songs in a strange land? (vv3-4)
2. When we have been wronged, how easy is it for us to become angry and want revenge? If we look to Jesus for inspiration to forgive, can you think of a story from the gospels that may help?

3. Exile is a way for people to survive and prosper. The people have lost their identity. Can the people of Judah rebuild this? (v6)
4. Verse 9 is an expression of deep grief. Do the exiles really wish for such dire pay back for the Baylonian baby's heads to be dashed?  (v9)

5. Can you think of a person whom you wronged and yet who blessed you with forgiveness?

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 Questions:  
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What poor behaviour is Habakkuk? (1:3-4) 

3. What is the vision that God gives to Habakkuk? (2:3-4)
4. What is the consequence of the poor leadership of God's people? (2:3-4)

5. What word of hope is expressed in chapter 2 verse 4? What does this say to us in today's secular world? 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 Questions:  

1. How is Paul trying to encourage Timothy's growth in faith? (vv3-6)
2. When you are discouraged and feeling hopeless would it help to imagine God saying to you “Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy”?

3. What message of hope might we gain like Timothy in verses 13 and 14? 
4. Do you feel as though God has entrusted you with the Gospel? Does that feel like a heavy burden or an invigorating challenge?

5. Try to identify the gifts that God has given you to keep going when things are tough. What gifts do you have to do the work God trusts you to do?

Luke 17:5-10 Questions:  

1. Why is Jesus exaggerating the power of faith in verse 6? Can faith be measured as a quantity

2. Do you feel that you have found the right balance of faith and works?

3. Can you identify good works that you see need to be done in your faith community? What work can or are you involved in outside your faith community?

4. Tell your faith story and invite others to tell theirs. Have you ever had doubts? Is this OK? 

5. How do you rely on your faith to inspire you and empower you to do the work Jesus asks us to do?

