Pentecost 19C (proper 24)- Questions on the Readings - 20 October 2019:

Jeremiah 31:27-34 Questions:  

1.  What is the background to this text? What restoration is Jeremiah pointing to? 
2. What covenant is referred to in verse 22? (Refer Gen 12:1-3)
3. How can God write laws on people's hearts?  What kind of laws are these? (v33)
4. What is the special law that Jesus has written on our hearts? What is this law based upon? 
5. Verse 34 speaks of knowing the Lord. What kind of knowledge is being described? Is it an intellectual awareness of God’s existence, or is there something more to Jeremiah’s knowledge?

Psalm 119:97-104 Questions:  

1. How can meditating on scripture help us grow in faith? (vv97-99) 

2. How can living God's ways free us to live a full life? (v102)

3. What might this effusive celebration of divine commandments teach us if we consider it in light of Jesus’ commandments, as recorded in the Gospels? 
4. How can God's ordinances (rules) be sweet to taste? (v103)
5. Where can we find sweetness easily, and where are we challenged to find sweetness?

Genesis 32:22-31 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Jacob is wrestling with his conscience. What guilt does he need to deal with before meeting his brother Esau? (v8)
3. How is Jacob changed by wresting with God? (v30)
4. All of us have "dark nights of the soul" where we wrestle with God and our conscience. What is it like? How are we blessed by God when we emerge? 

5. What hope does this give your congregation when struggling with the challenges it faces? 
Psalm 121 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. What is it about looking at hills and mountains that gives us a sense of the ongoing presence of God? (v1)

3. How does this psalm remind us that God watches over us?

4. We are not immune from tragedy. How does God in Christ protect us from evil? (v7)

5. How has God watched over your congregation in the past? What does this tell you about the future?  
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 Questions:  

1. What did you learn about faith in God in your childhood? How has this helped you to live your life? (3:14-15)
2. How has reading the Bible helped you to grow in faith? (3:16-17)

3. How do you share your faith story with other people? How do you set an example? (4:1-2) 
4. What causes our ears to “itch,” and what practices or strategies can help us resist scratching those itches?

5. What gifts has God given your congregation? What ministries do the people offer? (4:3-5)  
Luke 18:1-8 Questions:  

1. How do we pray patiently and not lose heart? (v1)
2. How does God answer prayer? Is it always the way we want it?

3. What can we pray for? How do we know our prayer has been answered?  (v7)

4. Where might we see persistent cries for justice from those who lack conventional power in our own communities, and how might we be called to engage and/or respond?

5. Remember a time when you prayed constantly to God and eventually your prayer was answered. How did God answer your prayer?  How can God answer the prayers of your congregation?
