Pentecost 20C (proper 25)- Questions on the Readings - 27 October 2019:

Joel 2:23-32 Questions:  

1.  What is the background to this text? What restoration is Joel pointing to? 
2. Upon whom will God's spirit be poured out? (vv28-29)
3. What will be the signs of the "end-times", the coming of the day of the Lord? (v30-31)
4. What are the signs of God's kingdom entering our world today? 
5. How have you experienced the pouring out of God’s Spirit in your own life? Are you aware of particular spiritual gifts God has given you?

Psalm 65 Questions:  

1. What kind of a psalm is Ps 65? Where might you use it in worship?

2. What are the signs of God's bounty which the psalmist identifies? (vv11-12)

3. What are the signs of God's bounty in our lives? 

54 What are the signs of God's bounty in your congregation?

5. Do you experience God’s presence in a different way when you are gathered with others than when you are worshiping alone?

Alternate RCL Reading Sirach 35:12-17 Questions:  
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How do we respond to God's generosity to us? (v12)
3. How does God judge us with impartiality? (v15)? 

4. How is God's justice expressed in verses 15-17?

5. How can you stand up for God's justice in your congregation? 
Alternate RCL Reading Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Why does Jeremiah infer that God has abandoned God's people? (v7)

3. What might be the context of devastation that Jeremiah expresses? (vv8-9)
4. Have you ever felt the absence of God? How did you get through that time? (vv 9-10)
5. How can we still have hope even though God appears to be absent?  (v22)
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 Questions:  

1. What is Paul saying about the end of his life in verse 6? 
2. How do we know whether we have "fought the good fight"? (v7)

3. How do you proclaim the Gospel? Have you tried different ways of telling people about Jesus? What has worked best for you?

4. How does your congregation proclaim the Good News in your community? (v17)
5. What is "salvation"? How are we saved "for the heavenly kingdom" right now? (v18)
Luke 18:9-14 Questions:  

1. What does it mean to be self-righteous? How can we trust in God and not ourself? (v9)

2. How do we guard against comparing ourselves with others? (vv10-13) 
3. What does it mean to be humble? Can we accept praise appropriately? 

4. Do you use any practices or spiritual disciplines which help cultivate humility? How have they made you more aware of your need for God’s grace?

5. How do we humble ourselves without becoming " doormat Christians"? (v14)

