PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

We remember all who have been harmed by violence.
We acknowledge the strength of those who survived 
and of those still struggling to heal. For their sake and for ours, we commit ourselves to building each other up and to healing together.
Lord hear us: Lord, hear our prayer....
We remember those families and loved ones 
of those who have died in violent crimes.
We acknowledge their pain and their deep grief.
They too are part of our community 
and need our love and help towards healing.
Lord hear us: Lord, hear our prayer....
We pray for the perpetrators, 

and the families of those who commit violent crimes.
We acknowledge that their lives too are devastated 
and their hopes dashed. For their sake, and for ours, 

we remember that pain goes out in many directions from each act of violence.
Lord hear us: Lord, hear our prayer....
May we stand up against violence.
May we stand in solidarity with those who suffer,
May our connection to each other and to God,
Grow us towards healing and for transformation.
Lord hear us: Lord, hear our prayer....
May the Spirit of our Creator move through us.
Helping us to transform and heal our communities,
Helping us to grow more and more into the people God wants us to be. In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.
Pentecost 21C - 3 November 2019
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 
we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging
We gather as God’s people
SONG TiS 778 "Shalom to you now"

WELCOME to our worship at .......... UC. Welcome to any visitors. Today we focus on what it means to be ourselves, to be the people God wants us to be.
CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Luke 19: 1-10)

With the pressing crowds, searching for healing and hope,

We wish to see Jesus.
With the pushed out and cast aside, with the lonely lost, stripped of pride,

We wish to see Jesus.
With those who seek mystery & meaning, wisdom & grace
We wish to see Jesus. Amen

SONG  TiS 477 "Jesus calls us here to meet him"

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God who delivers and redeems us, 

we confess the times we have failed to live your ways

of love, peace and justice towards other people. 

We confess the times 

when we have avoided entering tricky situations

 to help the poor and downtrodden. 

We have looked for ways of ease and comfort 

ignoring the needy in our community. 

Forgive us when we have seen our faith in such narrowness, thinking of only our own salvation. 

Forgive us when we have not lived for others, 

when we have avoided risking ourselves for others. 

God, call us into new life, a life that is lived 
in the promise of Your love for the whole world. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS Hear the good news:
Rich, poor; young, old; sinner, saint:  We are all God's children, and God transforms each of us into the people we are meant to be. Broken, we are mended; 
separated from others, we are made one; 
longing to serve, we are sent forth.  
Hear then Christ's word of grace:

Our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
DOXOLOGY  TiS 717 Give thanks with a grateful heart,

We Receive God’s word
FIRST READING 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
EARLY WORD  "Who am I?"  
Questions of identity? Who is Jesus?
SONG   TiS 650 “Brother sister let me serve you”

GOSPEL


Luke 19:1-10
SERMON   " Be yourself" 
We respond to God’s Word

SONG Tune TiS 457 “The church's one foundation"
Zacchaeus was a tax man who one day climbed a tree,

For he was short in stature and said he could not see.

And yet he had a problem that mattered even more:

He didn't see the suffering his greed had caused the poor

O Lord, you saw Zacchaeus -- so wealthy, yet alone.

You said, "Come down -- and hurry! 
I'm coming to your home."

For you broke bread with sinners and saw within each one

A person loved and treasured -- 
God's daughter or God's son.

It wasn't just the treetop that helped Zacchaeus see;

Your love and welcome showed him 
how different life could be.

He said that he'd start over and work to make things fair;

He'd speak the truth, bring justice, 
and find new ways to share.

O Christ, you bid us welcome and help us all to see!

May we respond by building a just society.

Then children won't be hungry 
and all will share your bread.

Then those who now must struggle will live in joy instead.

~ written by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, based on Luke 19: 1-10.  Copyright © 2010 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved
OFFERING PRAYER

Like Zacchaeus, we know that God’s love can work through us transforming and enabling us to live in God’s way.  We offer these gifts for the transformation of ourselves and our world for the good of all. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Lord hear us: Lord, hear our prayer....
We are sent out to share the Good News

SONG TIS 569 “Guide me O thou great Jehovah”

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go out to be yourself, to be the people God wants to be.
Go believing that you are children of God
For Christ has visited your house.

Christ is in you and around you, & Christ will set you free. 

Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord

in the name of Christ! Amen!


BLESSING SONG TiS 755 "You shall go out with joy"
























