Pentecost 22C (proper 27)- Questions on the Readings - 10 November 2019:

Haggai 1:15b-2:9 Questions:  

1.  What has happened to the kingdom of Judah? What is the remnant referred to in verses 2-3? 
2. What in your life, faith, or community currently lies in ruin?
3. How is God empowering you to “work, for I am with you” for the restoration of what is damaged?

4. Have you been part of a debate about a church building? What opinions did you express? 

5. Can the church become prosperous again?

Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 Questions:  

1. How do we bless God each day? (vv1-2)
2. Have you ever “shouted with joy” towards God?

3. How do we see God's justice at work in today's world? (vv17-18)

4. Where do you see the grandeur of God?
5. Do you have a special verse, psalm, or hymn, which expresses, for you, the grandeur of God? 
Psalm 98 (Alternative RCL Reading) Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How have you experienced God's steadfast love and faithfulness?  (v3)
3. How can we "make a joyful noise to the LORD" today? (v4)

4. What hymns or songs can express this joyful noise? 
5. How does God judge the world with righteousness? (v9)
Job 19:23-27a (Alternative RCL Reading) Questions:  
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How do we know that our redeemer lives? ? (v25)

3. What words of faith in God would you inscribe on a rock? (v24)

4. What might it be like to see God? (vv26-27)
5. How do live now as if God's kingdom is very close?

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 Questions:  

1. How has Jesus Christ already returned to  encourage and support the church? (vv1-2)
2. What images of “end times” were prevalent in your childhood?

3. What does it mean for your congregation to "stand firm and hold fast to the traditions you were taught"?  (v15)

4. How has your congregation survived the challenges it has faced in the past? How will it survive the challenges of the future? 
5. What has shaped and formed your ideas about “the end”? What gives you comfort and hope?

Luke 20:27-38 Questions:  

1. Why did the Sadducees ask Jesus this ridiculous riddle about divorce and marriage? (vv27-33) Why were the Sadducees "sad-you-see"? 
3. What elements of our life of faith speak to us or foreshadow the “life to come”?
3. How do your relationships (be it friendship, family, a spouse, or an intimate partner) inform you about the meaning of human life? How does that meaning relate to life in the resurrection?

4. What does it mean for us to "walk in newness of life"? 

5. How is God, "the God of the living" for us today? (v38)
