Pentecost 23C (proper 28)- Questions on the Readings - 17 November 2019:

Isaiah 65:17-25 Questions:  

1. When did the people of Judah build houses and others inhabited them; when did they plant vineyards and yet others ate their fruit? (vv22-23) 
2. What is the context of God's people returning to Jerusalem? What will they need to rebuild? 
3. What is the hope expressed in Isaiah's vision of the people not labouring in vain, or bearing children in the midst of calamity; and of their offspring being blessed by God-- and their descendants as well? (v23)

4. What is it like to rebuild from the "ashes" of the past? (e.g. bushfire, flood, war)
5. What sort of practices do you have in your spiritual life that help you rebuild, refresh, restore and renew?

Isaiah 12 Questions:  

1. How can we sing praises to God when we struggle with life? (vv1-2)
2. What does salvation mean to you? (v2)

3. How do we trust in God when life is tough? Remember a time when this happened for you. (v2)
4. What are challenges in your daily life that give you the opportunity to “draw water with rejoicing”? That is, where in your life can your struggles and frustrations lead to a deeper, life-giving relationship with God?

5. Find a special verse, psalm, or hymn, which expresses this trust in God? 
Psalm 98 (Alternative RCL Reading) Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How have you experienced God's steadfast love and faithfulness?  (v3)
3. How has God "remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to your congregation"? (v3)

4. What sorts of musical instruments might be used to praise God today? (vv4-5)

5. What kind of psalm is 98? When might be a good place in worship to use this psalm?
Malachi 4:1-2a (Alternative RCL Reading) Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How do the arrogant and the wrongdoers get their come-uppance? (vv1-2)

3. How do we receive God's justice in a world based on prosperity? (vv1-2)

4. Is God's justice different to our human sense of justice?

5. How can Christ, the sun of righteousness, heal us?(v2a)
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Questions:  

1. What is your attitude to paying your own way and being rewarded for hard work? How does this affect the way you work in the church?
2. Are you active or inactive in your relationship with God? If you are inactive, what can you do to be more active? If you are active in your relationship with God, how do you sustain that relationship?

3. How does Paul teach the "work ethic" to the church at Thessalonica? (vv7-9)

4. How does your congregation to "work quietly and pay its own way". (v12)

5. How has your congregation "worked hard for Christ" in the past? What adjustments have been made in the way it works actively for Christ" in today's world? 
Luke 21:5-19 Questions:  
1. What signs of God's coming kingdom can we look for in today's world?  (vv6-11)
2. Luke is writing to the early Christians who were being persecuted by the Romans and the Jews. Why does Luke's Jesus warn the disciples: about being arrested and tortured; about being brought before religious courts; and about being betrayed even by close family members? (vv12-18)

3. The church is not persecuted in Australia today. But how is it treated by our growing secular society? How is it marginalised today? 

4. Who or what stands in the way of your relationship with God?  In the face of difficulties, how do you find God’s promise in your life?
5. How can the church still stand up and be relevant in today's world?
