PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God, you give us a vision of a day: 
when the heavens and earth will be new again, 
when the sound of weeping will give way to delight, 
when all creation will live in peace 
and people will long enjoy the fruits of their labours.  
Help us to hold to that vision.
Strengthen us to share the good news of Jesus Christ
so that all people may come to know of his salvation

Lord hear us: Lord hear our prayer….
As we pray for a new heaven and a new earth,
we are especially aware of those in deep need of your peace, 
of your healing touch, of your just and bounteous kingdom.
We pray for people who live in places of strife, need, and want….
We pray for those who have been bereaved in the past week.... 
Lord hear us: Lord hear our prayer….
We pray for those without paid employment,

and those struggling to make ends meet or fearing layoff
Lord hear us: Lord hear our prayer….
We pray for for our brothers and sisters 
who face persecution because of their faith.  
For those who are deprived of their basic human rights,
and those who risk their lives 
because of their desire to worship and serve you... 
Lord hear us: Lord hear our prayer….
God we give you thanks, for you are: 
the one who brings both the snow and the sun; 
the one  who heals this troubled world; the sick; 

and those who turn to Him in faith; 
the one who grants new life in us, and all creation.... 
Lord hear us: Lord hear our prayer….
Gracious loving God,  we pray to you in the name of Jesus,

our Lord and our Redeemer, our brother and our friend. 

Pentecost 23C - 17 November 2019
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the First Peoples of this land, 
we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging
We gather as God’s people

SONG TiS 747 "The Lord is my light"

WELCOME to our worship at .......... UC.  Welcome to newcomers 
CALL TO WORSHIP Let’s worship God! Psalm 98:1

We give thanks to you, Lord,
for you have done marvellous things!

When we were walking in darkness: you were there
when we were kneeling in weakness: you were there
when we drew near feeling worthless: you were there
when we were needing forgiveness: you were there
when we were searching for your grace: you were there

We give thanks to you, Lord,
for you have done marvellous things!

~ written by John Birch, and posted on Faith and Worship. http://www.faithandworship.com/
SONG  TiS 166 "Sing a new song, sing a new song"

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  ((inspired by Isaiah 65: 17-25)

O God, still creating, we hear your promises of a new day of joy and peace, and we wonder. We expect things to go on the same as they always have, from bad to worse. 

The past will keep us guilty, the future will make us afraid, 

and the present will burden us with too little time, 
and too much to do. 

Gracious God, forgive our lack of faith,
our quickness to believe that you do not hear us, 

and our pessimism about tomorrow. 

Do a new thing in our hearts, 

and let us be glad and rejoice in your abundant care; 

through Christ we pray. Amen. 

~ written by Dr. Tom Cheatham, minister Presbyterian Church (USA).  He blogs at The Connection. http://theconnection08.wordpress.com/
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS Hear the good news:
The prophet Isaiah tells us: Surely God is our salvation, the one in whom we can trust, and not be afraid. For God is our strength and refuge; the very source of our being! 
Our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
DOXOLOGY  TiS 712 "Create in us a clean heart O God" 
We Receive God’s word
FIRST READING 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
EARLY WORD  Story of fear and courage
SONG TiS 220 (ii) "This, this is the God we adore"

GOSPEL 

Luke 21:5-19
SERMON
How do we live our faith today? 
We respond to God’s Word

SONG TiS 609 "May the mind of Christ my saviour"

OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, in the loving of neighbour, and the sharing of your love; in the love of this community and the sharing of our talents, we offer our gifts of money and our lives. 
We ask you to bless and use these gifts for the work of your kingdom, to offer good news, healing and hope to all people.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Lord hear us: Lord hear our prayer….
We are sent out to share the Good News

SONG TIS 315 "Mine eyes have seen the glory"
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now and tell the world what God does.
Do not chase after self-proclaimed messiahs,
but draw deeply from God’s saving well
and speak the words the Spirit gives you.
Do not be weary in doing what is right.

And may God delight in you and give you strength;
May Christ Jesus lead you in the ways of new life;
And may the Holy Spirit give you the words and wisdom
to withstand all that would tear you down.

Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord,
In the name of Christ. Amen!

SONG TIS 755 “You shall go out with joy”
























