Pentecost Reign of Christ  - Questions on the Readings - 24 November 2019:

Jeremiah 23:1-6 Questions:  

1.  Who are the shepherds that are leading God's people? What kinds of poor leadership can scatter and destroy the people? (vv1-2)
2. Jeremiah points to the raising up of a new leader from the "branch of David". How will this messiah  lead God's people? (v5) 

3. What are the qualities of a good church leader? A good member of Church Council? 
4. Most importantly, what are the qualities of a follower of Jesus Christ?

5. What is the hope expressed in verse 6? How would we follow such a righteous leader? 
Luke 1:68-79 Questions:  

1. This has been called the "Song of Zechariah".  What has Zechariah to sing about? 
2. There are a number of stories of barren women finally giving birth to a son (Sarah, Hannah, and Elizabeth). What is the faith conviction expressed in such births? 
3. How can we live like John the Baptist and live his message today?

4. Where do you see the faithfulness of God? 
5. Do you have a special verse, psalm, or hymn, which expresses, for you, the faithfulness of God? 
Psalm 46 (Alternative RCL Reading)  Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. How do we experience God's strength and refuge at times? (v1) 
3. What does it mean for us to believe that God is with us in the midst of life? (v7)
4. What does Selah mean? Why does the psalmist use this at the end of verses 2, 7, and 11?
5. What hymns/songs express the faith of Ps 46? Verses 1 and 10 are the first lines of a couple?

Colossians 1:11-20 Questions:  

1. How has Christ rescued us from the power of darkness? (v13)

2. What does it mean for your congregation for Christ to be the head of the Church? ? (v18)

3. What are some of your favourite hymns? How do you feel when singing them? Do you sing them when you are stressed, angry, sad, hurt? 
4. Try writing out the text of a hymn to see what it teaches you and what gospel truth it proclaims.
5. Try writing a hymn like this one. What do you love most about Christ? How do you know Christ in your own experience? What images or stories from Scripture come to mind when contemplating Christ?

Luke 23:33-43 Questions:  

1. How are the attitudes of the two criminals contrasted? (vv39-42)
2. What song is written based on verse 42? How does this help us in our faith? 
3. What images of Christ in the New Testament or church tradition speak most to you? What images do not speak to you? What can you learn from both sets of images?

4. What hope does this text give you if even a repentant criminal on a cross beside Jesus can get to Paradise? (v43)
5. What qualities from your list of leadership qualities for today’s Jeremiah reading are shown here in Jesus?
