Advent Prayer
The coming of our Lord is near,

And we wait in joyful expectation,

Draw close, Lord Jesus Christ,
Shed your light on all that is filled with darkness.
The coming of our Lord is near,

And we wait with hope filled hearts,

Draw close, God’s beloved son,
Teach us the wonder of your all-embracing love.
The coming of our Lord is near,

And we wait for God’s redeeming presence,

Draw close, Saviour of all creation, 
Our hearts ache for justice, 
Our minds long for holiness, 
our spirits seek for unity.
The coming of our Lord is near,

And we wait for the fulfilment of God’s promises,

Draw close, reconciler and transformer of all things,
Renew our world, restore your peace, display your righteousness.
The coming of our Lord is near,

And we wait for God’s light to shine over all the earth,

Draw close, pain bearer, life giver, love sharer, 
Shine through us, in us, around us, 
shine for the world to see.
The coming of our Lord is near,

And we wait attentive to the signs of his coming,

Draw close, Lord Jesus Christ,
God beyond imagining, fully God yet truly human, 
draw close. Amen
Advent 1A – 1 December 2019 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

GREETING 
Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

SONG  SiS 81 "Rejoice in the Lord always!"

Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice. X2
Rejoice! Rejoice and again I say rejoice! X2
Public Domain – King James Version


WELCOME – to our worship at ................!  Welcome to any visitors. A warm welcome to you all in the name of Emmanuel, the One who comes to be God with us! Today is the 1st Sunday in Advent when we wait for the coming of Christ to bring HOPE to those who live in darkness. 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Keep awake! You know not when God comes.
There will be signs: a flood to cover the earth,
the Red Sea parting, the walls of Jericho tumbling,

a giant slain by a boy, a barren womb birthing a son,

a man sleeping in a den of lions, 
another surviving the belly of a fish,

a virgin conceiving in her womb! Keep awake!

God is coming! Behold the signs!

SONG  TIS 283: 
“Long ago, prophets knew Christ would come, born a Jew”

ADVENT 1 CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY

Today is the first Sunday of Advent - the time when we prepare once again for the coming of Jesus.

We light a candle each week to remind us that Jesus brings light into the dark places of the world.
Today, the prophet Isaiah describes a future shaped by peace for all nations as they walk in the light of the Lord. We wait in hope for this prophecy to be fulfilled..
We light the candle of HOPE to proclaim that God's light is coming into the world.  A purple candle is lit .

SONG TiS 286 verse 1 “Light one candle for HOPE”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of light and life, you set before us today 
the challenges of laying aside the works of darkness; 
of putting on the light of Christ; 
Open us to be watchful, prepared for your coming in our midst  in the person of Jesus Christ. 
As the people of God in this place,
we are called to witness to Christ's coming. 
Help us to do so, through the way 
we love and care for one another. 
Forgive us God, when people do not see 
any evidence in us of the One who is to come. 
Help us to bring hope where there is despair 
Help us to share the light of hope with those whom struggle. 
God remind us that the light of Christ shines through people like us. 
Merciful God, 
cleanse our hearts and minds of all that hinders us 
from loving you and loving our neighbour. 
By your Holy Spirit help us to radiate faith active in love, 
as we watch and wait for your breaking into our world once more in the person of Jesus Christ. Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
The apostle Paul prayed that the Lord may make our love overflow for each other and for everyone....that the Lord may strengthen our hearts in holiness so that we will be blameless before God. (1 Thessalonians 3: 12,13) The good news therefore, is this: in and through Jesus Christ,
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 712 "Create in us a clean heart O God"
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Isaiah 2:1-5
EARLY WORD  
SONG TIS 643: “I want to walk as a child of the light” 

GOSPEL

Matthew 24:36-44
SERMON  


We respond to God’s Word
SONG   TIS 279 " The king of glory comes" 
OFFERING AND DEDICATION

God, fulfiller of promises, we come to this warm and colourful season of Advent with expectant and thankful hearts. We welcome the renewed promise of your love, justice and righteousness breaking into our world. We offer these gifts and the witness of our lives in gratitude for all you have done, are doing and will do. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE -Advent Prayer

We are sent out as God's people

SONG  TiS 276 " There's a light upon the mountain"

COMMISSION AND BLESSING
Go now and walk in the light of the Lord.
Stay alert for the Lord is near.
Put on the armour of light
and live openly and honourably.
Pray for peace for all God’s people.

And may God clothe you in the light of Christ;
May Christ Jesus teach you his ways;
And may the Holy Spirit keep you alert and prepared
for the coming day of the Lord.

Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord,
........In the name of Christ. Amen.
BLESSING SONG 
TiS 779 "May the feet of God walk with you"

























