Advent 1A- Questions on the Readings - 1 December 2019:

Isaiah 2:1-5 Questions:  

1. Why do we need peace in the world right now? 

2. Is it possible to have peace among nations and individuals without God?

3. What current issues in the world today challenge the fragile peace among peoples?
4. Who today is speaking Isaiah's vision of peace? What effect do their words have on you?

5. What effect might Isaiah's words have on your congregation? How have you been an agent for peace in your own community?

Psalm 122 Questions:  

1. What kind of a psalm is Ps 122? Where might you use this in worship? 
2. Why is Jerusalem still so important today for Jews, Muslims and Christians? Does any group have an exclusive claim to the city?  Why is peace within Jerusalem so important today?
3. When hearing an invitation to go to church, do you feel the same anticipation expressed in the psalm

4. Do you always pray the same things as the psalmist did for the church

5. How have you been empowered by your involvement in the church?
Romans 13:11-14 Questions:  

1. What does it mean for you that salvation is nearer than when you first believed? (v11)
2. How do we put on the amour of light today? (v12)  
3. The apostle Paul is stressing that this is the time of crisis. Crisis can be both challenge and opportunity. How can we use the opportunity that Jesus brings to us this Advent? 

4. Since being a Christian bids you to gradually become more Christ-like every day, what personal challenges or inner conflicts have you encountered in the process?
5. Recall a crisis that you have live through. How did your faith help you to do what you had not previously considered possible?

Matthew 24:36-44 Questions:  

1. What does the "Second Coming of Christ" mean to you? Has Jesus really left us? 
2. How do we need to prepare ourselves for Christ to come in new unexpected ways?  (v42)
3. Christians live in the present without losing our sense of eternity, how do you live now, expecting the end to come at any time? 

4. How do you stay vigilant expecting that the end could come at a time we least expect? (v44)

5. Is vigilance more difficult in our society, which is focused more on individualism and consumerism?

