PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Loving God, we pray for people in their suffering and grief, their worry and fear, their temptation and bondage, their confusion and regret. Be with them with the free, liberating love of Jesus Christ.

God hear us: Come, Lord Jesus, come.

God grant to your people everywhere the courage and compassion to witness to your loving presence in the world. Help us to be on the edges which leads to a better future.

Wherever we find conflict and misunderstandings, help us to understand the causes and work for peace.

God hear us: Come, Lord Jesus, come.

Wherever we find prejudice and intolerance, help us to spread understanding and a creative acceptance and respect of human differences.

Wherever we find exclusive self interest to the cost of others, help us to exhibit enough of your kind of love to awaken a social conscience in those around us.

God hear us: Come, Lord Jesus, come.

Wherever we find ugliness and ruin, help us to exhibit and foster the beauty of your healing, liberation and restoration.

Wherever we find apathy and indifference, help us to be your agents of irritation and confrontation.

God hear us: Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Wherever we find aimlessness and despair, help us to find the best way to share the story of the One who came in humble circumstances to be our divine Friend and Saviour.

Whenever you find us losing our keenness and sliding into a sleepy worship and service,  wake us up with a jolt and bring us to repentance and a renewed love for our Lord and the world which he came to save.

God hear us: Come, Lord Jesus, come.

Advent 2A - 8 December  2019 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

GREETING 
Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

CHORUSES  
TiS 607 “Make me a channel of your peace”
WELCOME – to our worship at .......... UC. Welcome to any visitors. A warm welcome to you all in the name of Emmanuel, the One who comes to be God with us! Today is the Second Sunday in Advent when we wait with HOPE for the coming of Christ to bring PEACE to our world. 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 72)
We gather near the waters of baptism 

a reminder that we are the beloved of God.

May we be known as a people of mercy

and judge all creatures fairly.

May the Earth be re-created by our responsible living

and the mountains and hills sing for joy.

May we live as one in the spirit of the Holy One

as long as the sun shines during the day 

and the moon at night.

May we be like refreshing rain on dry soil

showering the world with God’s love

and filling the whole earth with peace.

Praise be to God! Amen!
SONG  TiS 265 “O come, O come Emmanuel”
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY

READER 1: Last Sunday, we lit the first candle in our Advent wreath, the candle of HOPE. Let us shine it again, remembering that the light of HOPE shines for us in the darkness. (Light first purple candle)
READER 2: PEACE is one of God’s gifts to us. John the Baptist was a prophet calling people of Israel to repent to find PEACE with God. May we, by our actions, help to prepare the way for the coming of PEACE.
READER 1: We light this second candle to remind us the Jesus is the Prince of PEACE. His light helps us find ways to share God’s PEACE with others. (Light second purple candle)
READER 2: The prayer of St Francis asks God to help us be peacemakers. Let us say it together:
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is sadness, joy; 

and where there is darkness, light.

Grant that we may not seek so much to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive,

in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen
SONG TiS 286 verse 1 “Light one candle for HOPE” vv 1&2
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving God in this season of peace and good cheer, we can feel anything but peaceful or cheerful. We can find ourselves lying awake at night worried by our restless hearts. 

God hear us: God be the peace within us now (silence).

God we can become anxious about the dangers around us;
worried about the future, so we struggle for peace of mind.

God hear us: God be the peace within us now (silence).

Unsettled by the conflict within us, we often project our lack of peace onto others bringing disharmony to relationships 

and the communities of which we are part.

God hear us: God be the peace within us now (silence).
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who does wondrous things (Ps 72: 8). The most wondrous of all God coming into our world in Jesus Christ, "not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him." "Those who believe in him are not condemned." (Jn 3,17, 18)
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 


DOXOLOGY TiS 712 “Create in us a clean heart O God”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Isaiah 11:1-10

For these words of faith 

and Jesus the word of God: Thanks be to God! 
EARLY WORD 
THE PEACE Sisters and brothers in Christ…
SONG
TiS  170 : Thank you thank you Lord”
GOSPEL

Matthew 3:1-12
SERMON “New life stirring in an old stump”
We respond to God’s Word
SONG   TiS 687 “God gives us a future”
OFFERING AND DEDICATION

Receive and bless these gifts, O God, as we offer them in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us connected to you, so that the fruit we bear grows out of our faith in you. This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen

NOTICES

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God hear us: Come, Lord Jesus, come.

We are sent out as God's people

SONG  TiS 276 “There’s a light upon the mountain”

COMMISSION AND BLESSING
May the God of all hope fill you with the all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)
And may the blessing of God nourish you,
the faithfulness of Jesus sustain you,
and the fruit of the Holy Spirit grow in you always. 
Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord:

In the name of Christ! Amen!
BLESSING SONG  TiS 755 “You shall go out with joy”

























