Advent 2A- Questions on the Readings - 8 December 2019:

Isaiah 11:1-10 Questions:  

1. Why does Isaiah use such words about new growth out of dead wood to express to God's people a vision of hope for the future?  
2. What signs of new life grow on eucalyptus trees and stumps after a bushfire? How can these be signs of hope for bushfire victims? 

3. What signs of new growth can be seen in your congregation? How can these be signs of hope for the future?

4. Are you convinced that this vision of the coming messiah offered by the prophet Isaiah is Jesus? What would you say to somebody who is doubting that Jesus is really the expected messiah?
5. Can you imagine a world without Jesus? How different would the world be now without his coming and is there any evidence of this imagined utopia in reality?

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 Questions:  

1. In Ps 72 King David blesses Solomon.  What are some of the traits of a good leader? (vv2-4)
2.How did Jesus, called the Son of David, embody the attributes of a good leader? How can these be examples of good leadership for your congregation? 
3. Do you know any great leaders that have acknowledged the role of God in their lives? What qualities do they demonstrate in their leadership?

4. Do any of today's leaders express such examples of good leadership?
5. What are the qualities you most admire about God? Have you ever asked God to help you be a good leader by imitating those qualities? What was the outcome?
Romans 15:4-13 Questions:  

1. On a scale of 1 to 10 how hopeful are you about your future, the future of your family, and the future of your congregation?  
2. How can we be filled with the hope of God? (v13)
3. As a Christian community and as individual Christians how do we strive to live in harmony with other Christians, even if we sometimes disagree with each other or struggle to relate to each other? 
4. Do our actions bring harmony or disharmony to the Church?

5. In this age of divisions within the Church, in what practical ways can we try to bring harmony to the Church as Paul suggests in order to allow outsiders to have hope in our God and praise him?

Matthew 3:1-12 Questions:  

1. What does it mean for us to repent? Is it about every little thing we do wrong? (v2)
2. How can we bear fruit worthy of repentance? (v8) Why does John express the need for repentance in such fiery language? 
3. How can we with confidence be true followers of Jesus, showing sacrificial love to those around us? In what ways do you do this in your congregation?
5. How can we prepare the way for Jesus to come into the world this Christmas? 

