Advent 3A- Questions on the Readings - 15 December 2019:

Isaiah 35:1-10 Questions:  

1. What is it like a desert to flower after rain? Why would Isaiah use such imagery of renewal to give hope to God's people in exile?

2. Isaiah uses the image of the desert blooming to symbolize God's power to renew. 
3. How can this be an encouragement to us today?  

4. What signs of new life can you see in your congregation? 

5. What signs of new life can you see in your community this Advent?

Psalm 146:5-10 Questions:  

1. The opening word in the text is translated as either "blessed" or "happy". Do they mean the same thing? 
2. Another translation for blessed is "lucky". What does it feel like for you to be blessed?

3. The theme of the psalm is of reversal - of raising up the lowly.   What might this reversal mean in today's word? 
4. How can your congregation lift up those who are bowed don in your community? (v8)
5. This psalm expresses faith and great joy in praising God. How do you express yours?

Luke 1:46b-55 Questions:  

1. What is the context of Mary's Song of praise? What news has she just received?
2. The theme of Mary's Song is of reversal - of raising up the lowly and bringing down the powerful. How threatening would this theme be for those in power on Jesus' day?
3. How can this theme of reversal bring hope to today's world? 

4. How can the coming of Jesus bring hope to today's world?
James 5:7-10 Questions:  

1. Suffering is a part of our human condition. It is a complex mystery. How would you explain  suffering to a person who didn't know Jesus Christ? What is your own suffering?
2. Reflecting from this passage, how do you deal with your own suffering?

3. What are we asking for when we pray "Your kingdom come"?  

4. Where do we see signs of Jesus' coming into the world? 

Matthew 11:2-11  Questions:  

1. John the Baptiser is in imprisoned by King Herod and his life is soon to end. Why does he need to know whether Jesus might be the Messiah about whom he had been prophesying? 
2. What are your expectations of Jesus? Were your expectations fulfilled?

3. Do you agree that Jesus is our Messiah/saviour?

4. Who is Jesus Christ to you? State in your own words and from your own experience. 
