PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Holy One, be the light in our darkness tonight.
As we have lit the candle of hope, 

we pray for those who feel hopeless . . .

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!


As we have lit the candle of peace, 

we pray for all victims of violence . . .

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!


As we have lit the candle of joy, 

we pray for those whose hearts are weighed down by sorrow . Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!

As we have lit the candle of love, 

we pray for those who do not feel loved, 

for those who struggle to love others . . .

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!


Holy One, be the light in our darkness tonight, 

that we might reflect your light 
into the dark corners of our world. 
Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!

 Amen.

Advent 4A–22 December 2019 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 
We gather as God’s people

WELCOME to our worship at ............UC! On this 4th Sunday in Advent we focus on the LOVE of God coming to us in the birth of Emmanuel to be God with us!
CALL TO WORSHIP - Let us worship God! 

SONG TiS 161 “Tell out my soul”

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY

ADULT: Today is the fourth Sunday in Advent 

we are almost prepared for the coming of Jesus 
CHILD: We light a candle each week to remind us that Jesus brings light into the dark places of the world.
ADULT: Today we are reminded that God so loved the world 

that a Child was given, a Son was born...Love incarnate.
CHILD: We light the candle of hope to proclaim that God’s light is coming into the world. (purple candle is lit)
ADULT: We light the candle of  peace to proclaim God’s promises: will be fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ - Prince of Peace . (purple candle is lit)
CHILD: We light the candle of joy to celebrate that God’s saving power is coming into the world. (purple candle is lit)
ADULT: We light the candle of love to proclaim that 

God’s love is revealed in the Child born in Bethlehem. 

God of hope, peace, joy and love, we eagerly await the birth of Jesus, Prince of Peace, Emmanuel, God-with-us. 

SONG TiS 286 all verses “Light one candle for hope”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy, loving  God,
we try to grow happily, patiently, and faithfully
in the soil you have prepared for us.
You feed us, shelter us,
and provide for our daily needs.

Yet, we often fail to offer you
the fruit of our harvest.
LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY

We act as though we were abandoned children,
trying to make it on our own.
CHRIST HAVE MERCY: CHRIST HAVE MERCY

We feel forsaken, attacked by wild boars,
cut down by our enemies, and neglected
in the wilderness of our lives.
LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY

Yet, through it all, you remain faithful.
You renew our lives once more,
and we will call your name on high. In Jesus' name. Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Be assured that God’s love is sufficient.
In the warmth of the sun, the fertility of the soil,
and the refreshment of life-giving water,
we are given all we need. God hears our cries, 
and comes to save us. Through Christ : 
OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD! 

We Listen for God’s  Word
FIRST READING
Isaiah 7:10-16 

EARLY WORD - 

Wombat Divine - the characters in the Nativity Play
SONG TiS 316 “O little town of Bethlehem”

GOSPEL READING
Matthew 1:18-25
SERMON
 “Joseph - the support actor”
We respond to God’s Word
SONG  TiS 283 “Long ago prophets knew”

OFFERING AND DEDICATION 
Generous God, receive and bless these gifts. We offer them in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, help us to bear fruit that grows out of our faith in you. This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Come Advent God: Come Lord Jesus come!

We are sent out as God's people

SONG  TiS 265 “O come, O come Emmanuel”

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now to prepare for Christ to come 

and turn your world upside down!

Go to witness to the birth of God each day!

And as you go may: The love of God bless you,
the grace of Jesus Christ fill you, 
and the enthusiasm of the Holy Spirit be born in us all 
as we wait with joy the day of the Lord’s coming. Amen!

BLESSING SONG TiS 779 “May the feet of God”
























