Advent 4A- Questions on the Readings -22 December 2019:

Isaiah 7:10-16 Questions:  

1. What does the word Immanuel mean (v14)? 
2. How does this word speak to your experience of love? What does this say to you about Jesus? 
3. How can faithful people today experience Jesus as Immanuel? How can this experience of Immanuel be good news for everyone today?

4. What ideas or issues separate us as people of God today? How can scripture lead us to reconcile those differences? 
5. How can recognising Immanuel during Advent help us foster reconciliation and love in our church/community/world?

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Questions:  

1. From what disaster might God's people need saving and restoring? (vv2-3)
2. What does salvation mean to God's people? What does it mean to you? (v2)
3. How does God restore us in times of struggle?  (v3, v7, & v 19)
4. How helpful do you find the description of Jesus as God with a human face? How can this be Good News for people this Advent?  
5. What prayer would you write for your church/community/self to pray every day this final week of Advent?

Romans 1:1-7 Questions:  

1. This letter starts with Paul formally introducing himself to people he has never met.  How might we use such a greeting in worship?
2. In verse 7 is a blessing. Where in worship might we use such a blessing/greeting? 
3. How do faith and obedience play out in your life?

4. What is your relationship to Jesus? How do you express that? How do you talk to others about the good news of Jesus? 
5. How can faith and obedience play out in the life of your congregation?
Matthew 1:18-25 Questions:  

1. Why does the writer of Matthew tie in the birth of Jesus with the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14? What does this tell us about the kind of people who live in Matthews community? 
2. What does the word Emmanuel mean to you? How does God being with us give us hope? 
3. What names or titles would you give God to help describe what God is like? 
4. How would you explain to a non-believer what it means to call Jesus "saviour"? (v21) 

5. How can you explain to your congregation what it means to call Jesus "saviour"? (v21)
