PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
O God, as we sing “Away In a Manger,” we think of the many people who are away from home – not with their families this Christmas Eve, those who are sick in hospital, those who are in prison, those not at home because of work commitments or attending school at a distance, and all those who are travelling this night (pause).

Lord hear us: Lord Jesus hear our prayer.

As we sing “no crib for a bed,” we pray for the many homeless throughout our world – those who have suffered loss in hurricanes, fires, and earthquakes, as refugees from civil wars; and those drifting from city to city looking for work Lord hear us: Lord Jesus hear our prayer.

As we sing “the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head,” we think of those needing rest – those fearing what lies ahead, those who cannot sleep because of pain, those who are struggling to make ends meet, and those who work this night looking after the health and safety needs of our community. Lord hear us: Lord Jesus hear our prayer.

As we sing “the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,” we pray for the light of your love to touch all those who have lost faith, those who need their confidence and hope restored, and those who face an uncertain future, the leaders of our church and country, and for ourselves Lord hear us: Lord Jesus hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus hear us. May your love be born afresh in each of us this day, that we may spread the light of your love to others. Amen.
CAROL SERVICE 

Wednesday 25th December 2019
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather at the manger

CALL TO WORSHIP 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has the light shined.

To you is born this day in the city of David

a Saviour who is Christ the Lord.

The joy of Mary and Joseph, and of the holy angels, 
be with you all! And also with you!

CAROL TiS 304 “O come all ye faithful” verses 1,5,6,7
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him born the king of angels:

O come, let us adore him X 3
Christ the Lord!
Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger,

Fain we embrace thee with love and awe;

Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above;

"Glory to God, glory in the highest":

Yea, Lord we greet thee, 
born this happy morning,

Jesus, to thee be glory given;

Word of the Father now in flesh appearing:
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING CHRISTMAS DAY
We light the candle of hope to proclaim that 

God’s light is coming into the world. 
(candle lit)
We light the candle of  peace to proclaim:  God’s promises fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ - Prince of Peace .

 (candle lit)
We light the candle of joy to celebrate: that God’s saving power is coming into the world. 

(candle lit)
We light the candle of love to proclaim that:

God’s love is coming into the world! (candle lit)
God of hope, peace, joy and love, 

we eagerly await the birth of Jesus, Prince of Peace, Emmanuel, God-with-us. 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE (candle lit)
God among us, as we light this Christ candle we pray that: news of your vulnerable birth might continue to fall on incredulous ears who will follow a path to your cradle.

May this candle burn with the unquenchable fire of justice, defeating the darkness of poverty and oppression.
Glory to God, in the highest heaven
and on earth, peace to all people. Amen 
SONG TiS 286 all verses “Light one candle for hope”

Light one candle for HOPE, one bright candle for HOPE.

He brings HOPE to every heart. He comes! He comes! 

Light one candle for PEACE, one bright candle for PEACE.

He brings PEACE to every heart. He comes! He comes! 

Light one candle for JOY, one bright candle for JOY.

Every nation will find salvation in Bethlem’s baby boy.

Light one candle for LOVE, one bright candle for LOVE.

He brings LOVE to every heart. He comes! He comes! 

He brings LOVE to every heart. He comes! He comes! 

Words & music Hinshaw Music USA. Natalie Sleeth 1930-92.

LicenSing No.#620226 CCLi #303543
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God in Christ, we confess that ours is still a world 

In which Herod seems to rule: 

The powerful are revered, 

The visions of the wise are ignored, 

The poor are afflicted 

And the innocent are killed. 

You show us that salvation comes 

In the vulnerability of a child, 

Yet we hunger for the “security” of weapons and walls. 

You teach us that freedom comes in love of service, 

Yet we trample on others in our efforts to be “free.” 

Forgive us, God, when we look to the palace 

Instead of the stable, 

When we listen to politicians more than prophets. 

Renew us with the spirit of Bethlehem, 

That we may be better prepared for your coming.

Amen.
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Be assured that God’s love is sufficient for us!
In the coming of the Christ child, in his life of service to others, in his dying God hears our cries, and comes to save us. 
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD
CAROL  TiS 268 “Joy to the world”


Joy to the world! The Lord is come;


Let earth receive her King;


let every heart prepare him room,


and heaven and nature sing, X3

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns;


let all their songs employ;


while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,


repeat the sounding joy,X3

He rules the world with truth and grace,


and makes the nations prove


the glories of his righteousness


and wonders of his love, X3

Words by Isaac Watts - Public domain

We hear the Good News!

EARLY WORD - "A Christmas Story"
CAROL
TiS 311 “Silent night”

Silent night, holy night:

all is calm, all is bright

round the virgin mother and child,

holy infant so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace,X2
Silent night, holy night:

shepherds quake at the sight;

glories stream from heaven afar,

heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia;

Christ the Saviour is born, X2
Silent night, holy night:

wondrous star, lend your light;

with the angels let us sing

Alleluia to our King;

Christ the Saviour is born,X2
Joseph Mohr 1792-1848 tr John F Young 1820-85 public domain

GOSPEL READING 

Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)
HOMILY “Where are we in the Christmas Story?”
We respond to the Good News

CAROL  TiS 316 "O little town of Bethlehem"

O little town of Bethlehem

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

The silent stars go by:

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years

Are met in thee tonight.

O morning stars, together

Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the King

And peace to all on earth;

For Christ is born of Mary;

And, gathered all above,

While mortals sleep the angels keep

Their watch of wondering love.

How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming;

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him, still

The dear Christ enters in.

O holy child of Bethlehem,

Descend to us we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in,

Be born to us today.

We hear the Christmas angels

The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,

Our Lord Emmanuel Phillips Brooks Public domain
1945 by permission Boosey & Hawkes, London
Arrangement © Australian Hymn Book Co- Licence CCLi #237994
RETIRING OFFERING FOR THE CHRISTMAS BOWL

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER

Lord hear us: Lord Jesus hear our prayer.
THE PEACE 
CAROL TiS 322 “The North wind is tossing the leaves”

The north wind is tossing the leaves

The red dust is over the town

The sparrows are under the eaves

And the grass in the paddock is brown

As we lift up our voices and sing

To the Christ Child

The heavenly King.

The tree ferns in green gullies sway

The cool stream flows silently by

The joy bells are greeting the day

And chimes are adrift in the sky

As we lift up our voices and sing

To the Christ Child

The heavenly King.

Words by John Wheeler © 1948 Chappell & Co Permission under license CCLi  #237994

We go out to share the Good News

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

We have lifted up our voices and sung to the Christ-child the heavenly King . We go, rejoicing over this wonderful gift of God, confident in the love of Jesus and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

May the blessing of God and the peace of the One born today - Jesus Christ -go with you, and remain with you always! Amen

CAROL 
TiS 303 “Hark the herald angels sing”
Hark! the herald angels sing

glory to the newborn king,

peace on earth, and mercy mild,

God and sinners reconciled.

Joyful, all ye nations rise,

join the triumph of the skies;

with angelic host proclaim,

Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Hark! the herald angels sing

glory to the newborn King.

Christ by highest heaven adored,

Christ the everlasting Lord,

late in time behold him come,

offspring of a virgin's womb!

veiled in flesh the Godhead see;

hail the incarnate Deity!

Pleased as One with us to dwell,

Jesus our Immanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing

glory to the newborn King.

Mild he lays his glory by,

that our kind no more may die,

born to raise those born of earth,

born to give them second birth.

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

risen with healing in his wings.

Hark! the herald angels sing

glory to the newborn King. Words by Charles Wesley Public domain

























