Prayer for Others

Gracious, creating God, may the love that shaped earth and heaven dwell within us this Christmas. 
May your love that created humanity 
dwell within us this Christmas. 
Lord hear us: Lord Jesus hear our prayer.

May your love that overcomes suffering and hatred 
dwell within us this Christmas. 
May your love that forgives and renews 
dwell within us this Christmas. 
Lord hear us: Lord Jesus hear our prayer.

May your love that causes us to rejoice with loved ones 
dwell within us this Christmas. 
May your love that brings reconciliation after separation 
dwell within us this Christmas. 

Lord hear us: Lord Jesus hear our prayer.

May your love that brings the blessing of peace dwell within us this Christmas. 
May we share your peace with all people near and far. 
Lord hear us: Lord Jesus hear our prayer.

CHRISTMAS EVE  24th December
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Come away, come away, come tonight to Bethlehem! 

Come to adore the Christ child on bended knee, 
the One whose birth the angels sing.
Come away, come away from your noisy celebration, 

to a place of quietness and peace.

Come with wonder, come with awe. 
Come take your place among sheep and cattle.
Come and sing with joy, to praise God, 
for the time of promise has come! 
Sing the good news of Emmanuel:  God-with-us! 
Come away, come away! 
Come tonight to Bethlehem! Amen!           

CAROL TiS 304 “O come all ye faithful"

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him born the king of angels:

O come, let us adore him, X3
Christ the Lord!
True God of true God, Light of Light eternal,

Lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb;

Son of the Father, begotten, not created:

See how the shepherds summoned to his cradle,

Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with holy fear;

We too will hither bend our joyful footsteps:

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above;

"Glory to God, glory in the highest": Public Domain
Prayer of Thanks

Lord Jesus, you did not wait till the world was ready,
till people and nations were at peace.
You came when the Heavens were unsteady,
and victims cried out for release.
Lord Jesus, you did not wait for the perfect time.
You came when the need was deep and great.
You ate with sinners in all their messiness,
turned water into wine.
You did not wait till hearts were pure.
In joy you came to a chaotic world of sin and doubt.
To a world like ours, you came.
Bringing your light, a Light which would not go out.
You came to a broken world,
to heal its tangles, to bear its scorn.
In the mystery of the Word made Flesh
the Maker of the stars you were born.
God in the Christ child, 

we offer you out praise and thanks 

we raise our songs with joyful voice,
for you share our grief, you touch our pain,
You came with Love: So we rejoice!  Amen
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY

We light the candle of hope to proclaim that 

God’s light is coming into the world. 
(candle lit)
We light the candle of  peace to proclaim:  God’s promises fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ, 
Prince of Peace .

 (candle lit)
We light the candle of joy to celebrate:

that God’s saving power is coming into the world. 




(candle lit)
We light the candle of love to proclaim that:

God’s love is coming into the world! (candle lit)
God of hope, peace, joy and love, 

we eagerly await the birth of Jesus, Prince of Peace, Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
Lighting the Christ Candle(candle lit)
God among us, as we light this Christ candle we pray that: news of your vulnerable birth might continue to fall on open ears so others will follow a path to your cradle.

May this candle burn with the unquenchable fire of justice, defeating the darkness of poverty and oppression.
Glory to God, in the highest heaven
and on earth, peace to all people. Amen 
CAROL  TiS 318 "Away in a manger"

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head:

The stars in the bright side looked down where he lay,

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby he wakes,

But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from on high,

And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me lord Jesus; I ask you to stay

Close by me forever, and love me I pray.

Bless all the dear children in your tender care,

And fit us for heaven to live with you there Anon Public
EARLY WORD - "A Christmas Story" [or other book]
CAROL
TiS 311 “Silent night”

Silent night, holy night:

all is calm, all is bright

round the virgin mother and child,

holy infant so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace,X2
Silent night, holy night:

shepherds quake at the sight;

glories stream from heaven afar,

heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia;

Christ the Saviour is born, X2

Silent night, holy night:

wondrous star, lend your light;

with the angels let us sing

Alleluia to our King;

Christ the Saviour is born, X2
Joseph Mohr 1792-1848 tr John F Young 1820-85 public domain

GOSPEL
Luke 2: 1-14, (15-20)

Many years ago, the Roman Emperor Augustus gave orders for a census to be conducted throughout the whole empire. This was the first time it had been done while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

Every man was required to go and register himself and his family in the town where he had been born.  For Joseph, this meant travelling all the way from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem in Judea. Bethlehem had been the home town of King David, and Joseph, being a descendent of David, had been born there too, so that was where he had to report. 

Joseph’s fiancée, Mary, travelled with him to Bethlehem for the census. She was pregnant and the baby was due any day. There was no room left anywhere in the town, so they ended up camping out in the stables behind a pub. Sure enough, she went into labour while they were there and gave birth to her first child - a baby boy. Mary wrapped the baby in a bunny rug and made up a bed for him in a feed trough. 

The area round Bethlehem was sheep country. That night there was a bunch of shepherds telling stories around their campfire. Suddenly the whole sky lit up with the glory of God. The Lord’s messenger stood among them. They were scared stiff, but the messenger said to them, “It’s okay! There’s no need to panic. I’m here with good news, news that everyone everywhere can celebrate. A saviour has just been born in David’s town. He is God’s chosen one. Go and see for yourselves. You’ll know you’ve found him when you see a baby wrapped in a bunny rug and lying in a feed trough!”
    
The second he’d finished speaking, the messenger was joined by a whole crowd from heaven, all praising God and shouting at the tops of their voices, saying:
    “All the glory belongs to God in heaven,
        and let there be peace on earth for all God’s people!” 
    
Then it was all over - the crowd went back to heaven and the shepherds were left sitting there looking at one another, gob-smacked. “We’d better go and check this out,” they said. “Let’s go into town and see if we can see what’s happened, what the Lord has let us in on.” 
    
So without messing around they headed straight into Bethlehem, and sure enough, they tracked down Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the feed trough. When they saw all this, they began telling everyone what they had heard about this child. People could hardly believe their ears when they heard what the shearers were saying. But their words were precious to Mary and she repeated them over and over in her mind, wondering what would become of it all. 
The shearers headed off towards their camp again - a rowdy mob, singing and shouting in the streets about how fabulous God was because of everything they had seen and heard. Everything had been just the way they had been told it would be. ©2000 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net 
HOMILY “From little things, big things grow” [or similar] 
CAROL  TiS 316 "O little town of Bethlehem"
O little town of Bethlehem
How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

The silent stars go by:

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years

Are met in thee tonight.

O morning stars, together

Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the King

And peace to all on earth;

For Christ is born of Mary;

And, gathered all above,

While mortals sleep the angels keep

Their watch of wondering love.

How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming;

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him, still

The dear Christ enters in.

O holy child of Bethlehem,

Descend to us we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in,

Be born to us today.

We hear the Christmas angels

The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,

Our Lord Emmanuel Phillips Brooks Public domain
CAROL TiS 303 "Hark the herald angels sing"

Hark! the herald angels sing

glory to the newborn king,

peace on earth, and mercy mild,

God and sinners reconciled.

Joyful, all ye nations rise,

join the triumph of the skies;

with angelic host proclaim,

Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Hark! the herald angels sing

glory to the newborn King.

Christ by highest heaven adored,

Christ the everlasting Lord,

late in time behold him come,

offspring of a virgin's womb!

veiled in flesh the Godhead see;

hail the incarnate Deity!

Pleased as One with us to dwell,

Jesus our Immanuel. Chorus
Mild he lays his glory by,

that our kind no more may die,

born to raise those born of earth,

born to give them second birth.

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

risen with healing in his wings. Chorus
Words by Charles Wesley Public domain
PRAYER FOR OTHERS

CAROL
TiS 268 "Joy to the world"


Joy to the world! The Lord is come;


Let earth receive her King;


let every heart prepare him room,


and heaven and nature sing, X3

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns;


let all their songs employ;


while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,


repeat the sounding joy, X3

He rules the world with truth and grace,


and makes the nations prove


the glories of his righteousness


and wonders of his love, X3

Words by Isaac Watts - Public domain

CAROL

“Christ is born today”- tune Jingle Bells
Many years ago, in a stable far away, 

Christ the Lord was born. What a joyful day! 

Singing filled the air, glory shone around, 

Shepherds on the hillside

Were astonished by this sound.

Chorus: 
Have no fear! Have you heard? 

Christ is born today.

Go and see him lying there

In a manger filled with hay – hey!

Then the sky came alive, angels everywhere

Singing hymns of joyful praise

To the God who sent them there.

On to Bethlehem, in a most exciting way,

Shepherds went to see Christ the Lord that day.

When they saw him there they were filled with joy,

On their knees they worshipped him

God’s special baby boy. 
Chorus



Karen Evans “Christmas Wrapped up!” SU 2003

BLESSING & COMMISSION
Go now, glorifying and praising God 
for all you have heard and seen.
Renounce ungodly living and unworthy desires,
and take control of your life with godliness and honour.

And may the God of grace increase your joy.
May Christ Jesus be born as Saviour within you.
And may the Spirit, the Wonderful Counsellor, 
make the good news known to you and through you.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
    In the name of Christ. Amen. Amen.










































