PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God who shows no favouritism
shower your love on all your people.
Enable your justice to reign for all to see.
God  save us in our times of trial 

empower us to witness to your great love and mercy.
God, let there be light and hope:



Let there be faith, love, joy and peace.

Loving God you make and keep your covenant with us,
You call us to be a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind, to set the prisoners free,
Help us to answer your call as we follow Jesus.
God, let there be light and hope:



Let there be faith, love, joy and peace.

God of grace and compassion,
We pray for those who suffer from pains and sorrows.
We pray for those whose hearts are broken; whose families are fractured; whose lives are ravaged by war.
We pray for those who struggle with poverty, and starvation
& for our brother and sisters in Christ who suffer for their faith.
God, let there be light and hope:



Let there be faith, love, joy and peace.

Loving God thank you for hearing our prayers.
Thank you for pouring out your Spirit on your son
and pouring your spirit out on us too.
May we too hear you say to us this day that 
“This is my son, my daughter, the Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 
God, let there be faith, love, joy and peace. Amen
Baptism of Jesus 12 January 2019  
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people
GREETING 
(Light the Christ candle) 



Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

SONG  TiS 607 “Make me a channel of your peace”

WELCOME – 
Welcome everyone to worship on this Baptism of Jesus Sunday. Welcome to any visitors worshipping with us. Today we focus on the how Jesus began his ministry and how through his baptism he invites all of us to become his faithful followers.

SENTENCE  And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." (Matt 3:16-17)
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Today we celebrate a special baptism;

the baptism of Jesus of Nazareth.

God says: Look! See my chosen servant,

the One in whom I utterly delight;

I have placed my Spirit on him,
he will bring true justice to the nations.
When Jesus was baptised, the heavens opened up,

and Spirit came down like a dove;

and there was a voice from heaven saying:

“This is my dearly loved Son, with whom I am delighted.”
The joy of the Lord be with you all. And also with you!
SONG  TiS 454 "Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness"
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness,
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,
bring and adore him—the Lord is his name.

Low at his feet lay your burden of carefulness,
high on his heart he will bear it for thee;
comfort your sorrows, and answer your prayerfulness,
guiding your steps in the way best for you.
Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth you would reckon to own;
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,
these are the offerings to bring to his throne.

These though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,
he will accept for the name that is dear,
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,
trust for our trembling, and hope for our fear.
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness,
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,
bring and adore him—the Lord is his name.



 J. S. B. Monsell 1911-75 alt.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving God, we have entered this Season of Epiphany 

where focus on your light given to the world, 

this season when your blessings are poured out on the world, 

and yet all we can think about is our own problems, 

our own needs, our own desires. 

LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY

Lord Jesus, help us to love and serve you,

help us to yearn for your presence. 

Pour your baptismal waters over us again, 

and cleanse us from our self-pity and arrogance. 

CHRIST HAVE MERCY: CHRIST HAVE MERCY

Lord, nourish and heal us so that we may joyfully serve you. 

Wash away our jealousy, greed, 

and all negative thoughts and behaviours 

that stand in the way of our truly being 

the people you have called us to be. 

LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY

Lord, as we celebrate the baptism of Jesus today, 

open us to receive the blessings that flow, 

through his birth and baptism, 

and through the ministry of the saints of light. 

We ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
Our assurance of knowing the peace and joy of God's forgiveness is found in believing in Jesus, the One baptised by John and identified by God in the words: "You are my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased." Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us:
OUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 


DOXOLOGY TiS 712 “Create in us a clean heart O God”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Isaiah 42:1-9
EARLY WORD  What does baptism mean to you?
SONG
TiS 491 "Father welcomes all his children"
GOSPEL

Matthew 3:13-17
SERMON 
“Who is Jesus”
Reaffirmation of Baptism Service
INTRODUCTION
Brothers and sisters, in our baptism,

we died and were buried with Christ,

so that we might rise with him to new life.

We were initiated into Christ’s holy Church

and brought to life through water and the Spirit.

Today we come to reaffirm our baptism, 

Declaring our allegiance to the risen Christ

And seeking to be obedient to he will.

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
Do you repent of your sins? I repent of my sins.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ 

who has defeated the power of sin and death

and brought us new life? I turn to Christ.
Do you commit yourself to God, trusting in Jesus Christ as Saviour and in the Holy Spirit as God’s power and presence along the way? I commit myself to God.

THE APOSTLE’S CREED And now I ask you

to stand (those who feel comfortable) and confess the faith into which you were baptised & in which you continue to grow:
Do you believe in God who made you and loves you?

I believe in God the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, your Saviour and Lord? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again, he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, 

and the continuing work of our salvation?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen

COMMITMENT TO MISSION Please be seated. I ask you now to pledge yourselves to Christ’s ministry in the world:

Will you continue in the community of faith, the apostle’s teaching, the breaking of bread and the prayers?
With God’s help, we will.
Will you proclaim by word and example

the good news of God in Christ?

With God’s help, we will.
Will you seek Christ in all people,

and love you neighbour as yourself?
With God’s help, we will.
Will you strive for justice and peace,

and respect the dignity of every human being?

With God’s help, we will.
May almighty God, who has given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit keep us steadied in faith, 

and bring us to eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS
Today we remember that, from the time of our baptism, the sign of the cross has been upon us.

I invite us all to join me in tracing a sign of the cross upon our forehead, saying “I belong to Christ. Amen”

I belong to Christ. Amen
I invite you to trace the sign of the cross on those near you, saying: “You belong to Christ. Amen”

You belong to Christ. Amen
SONG   TiS 250 
"Christ when you were baptised"
OFFERING AND DEDICATION

Generous God, in our baptisms we belong to Christ as your beloved children. We offer these gifts as an expression of our love, joy and gratitude, and pray that, through these - and our continuing witness - others may come to recognise and experience your loving presence in the world.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Let there be light and hope:



Let there be faith, love, joy and peace.

We are sent out as God's people
NOTICES 

SONG  TiS 314 "As with gladness men of old"

COMMISSION AND BLESSING
Go now as a light to the nations.
Go to honour the Lord;
Go to witness what you know of the risen Christ,
and fulfil all righteousness.

And may God strengthen you and bless you with peace;
May Christ Jesus bring forth justice for you and among you;
And may the Holy Spirit alight on you
and affirm you as God’s beloved ones.

Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord,
In the name of Christ. Amen!
BLESSING SONG  TiS 755 “ You shall go out with joy” 
























