PRAYERS OF FOR THE NEW YEAR

Early in this New year 2020, we thank you, loving God, that the universe is not a meaningless, accidental process, but is the work of a loving Creator. We thank you loving God for choosing the planet earth to be the site of one of your riskiest projects, making us human beings in your likeness and giving us, free will.
We thank you, God, for raising up enlightened people in every race, culture and era, who called their people to go forward, responding to the urgings of the Holy Spirit within and around them.

We thank you, God, for choosing one small nation to be a light to other nations; for the Jewish high ethical values, spiritual insights, prophetic hopes and poetic songs of faith and hope.
We thank you, God, for sending among us a humble person named Jesus, the very Word and Wisdom of God; born as one of us, living among us, pointing us to a narrow road that leads to abundant life, and then dying and rising to make our new journey possible.

We thank you, God, for collecting an odd bunch of characters around the person of Jesus, by the Spirit binding them into one body the church, with the mission of sharing the free grace of Jesus with the whole world.
 We thank you, loving God, for the people who first told us the story of Jesus, who nurtured us within the church, and who helped equip us to love one another even as Jesus has first loved us.

We thank you, loving God, for your liberators, prophets, saints and poets, faithful people who by the grace of Christ Jesus take on huge tasks and achieve much more, and much better, than a just reward for their efforts.
 We thank you, God, for your love which still guides and empowers us, and for the hope we have in Jesus Christ. Your gifts are wonderful, your love is wonderful, and we bless your name in earth and heaven. Amen!
Christmas 2A –5 January 2020
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

SONGS 
TiS 780 " May light come into your eyes"

WELCOME – Welcome to worship on this 2nd Sunday in the Season of Christmas. Welcome to our newcomers. Today we focus on the Good News – that we don’t have to strive to get closer to God because God comes to us in the light of Christ! 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Sirach 24:1–12

Listen as wisdom gives praise, 

and tells of her glory in the midst of the people.

I came forth like a word from the mouth of God.

I covered the earth like a mist,

I reigned in the heavenly places, 

and travelled through the deepest abyss. 

I held sway over all the earth

and over every people and nation I ruled supreme.

Then I was ready to settle down

and I sought a resting place for my wisdom ways:

Where shall I abide? 

Where shall my hope, peace, joy, and love remain?

Make your home among us, O Wisdom, 

and in God’s people come and live forever!

I will live and breathe among God’s people for eternity. 

Let us worship Wisdom born in us.
SONG
TiS 121 " God himself is present"

God himself is present:
let us now adore him
as with awe we come before him.
God is in our midst, now
in our hearts keep silence,
worshipping in deepest reverence.
Him we know, him, we name,
come and let us make him

our renewed surrender.

O majestic Being,

I would praise you duly

and my service render to you

in the selfsame spirit

as the holy angels,

ever standing in your presence.

Give me now so to strive

evermore to please you

dearest God, in all things.

Let your glorious light Lord,

permeating all things,

reach my face and eyes to touch them;

as the tender flowers

open up their petals,

to the sun their hearts unfolding,

so may I, calm in joy,

hold your rays from heaven,

power within me working.

Lord, make me your dwelling,

let my heart and spirit

be for you an earthly temple:

come, immediate Being,

my whole life illumine,

so I'll always praise and love you,

so where'er I may be

there I may perceive you,

ever bow before you.

Gerhard Tersteegen 1697- 1769, Words © M. R. Thwaites, 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
The New Year is only a few days old, yet already it presents us with challenges. Let us make our confession. 

God our Saviour, we bring before you the gifts and strengths that mark our common humanity, but also the deficiencies and flaws that are our common lot.

Loving God, we do not want to wallow in our sin, and so undermine our energy carrying wasted guilt.  Rather we repent and bathe in your salvation, that our sins may be forgiven, our shame washed away, and our confidence in your purposes strengthened.

Loving God, build us up for the journey of faith, enhance our gifts and show us ways to overcome our failings. 

In this New Year we cannot promise to be perfect Christians, but we do pray that we may keep our enthusiasm to be faithful followers of Christ Jesus. Give us the faith to rise above our fears, the resilience to rebound from setbacks, and the courage to seize each opportunity to do good things for Christ’s glory. In his name we pray, Amen!

 

ASSURANCE Friends it is written in Holy Scripture “The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” Family of God, believe the living Word and trust the saving grace which covers all our sins. Here is Good News:

Our sins are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

SONG 
TiS 268 "Joy to the world!"


Joy to the world! The Lord is come;


Let earth receive her King;


let every heart prepare him room,


and heaven and nature sing,


and heaven and nature sing,


and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Ephesians 1:3-14
EARLY WORD The light of Christ
SONG TiS 526 " Lord Jesus Christ" 
GOSPEL READING
 John 1:(1-9), 10-18
SERMON
 
We respond to God’s Word

SONG  TiS 675 “Shine Jesus shine”

OFFERING AND DEDICATION 
O God, we rejoice in your coming as Jesus Christ to be with us in this New Year of 2020. Receive these gifts, and the service of our lives as signs of our gratitude for your precious gift of Jesus, God with us, in whose name we pray. Amen

PRAYERS FOR THE NEW YEAR
We are sent out as God's people

SONG  TiS 276 " There's a light upon the mountains"

There’s a light upon the mountains,

And the day is at the spring

When our eyes shall see the beauty

And the glory of our King;

Weary was our heart with waiting,

And the night watch seemed so long

But his triumph day is breaking

And we hail it with a song.

There’s a hush of expectation

And a quiet in the air

And the breath of God is moving

With the fervent breath of prayer:

For the suffering dying Jesus

Is the Christ upon the throne,

And the travail of our spirit

Is the travail of his own.

He is breaking down the barriers

He is casting up the way

He is calling for his angels

To build up the gates of day:

But his angels here are human

Not the shining hosts above;

For the drum-beats of his army

Are the heart-beats of our love.

Hark, we hear a distant music,

And it comes with fuller swell

The great triumph song of Jesus,

Of our King Immanuel:

Zion, go you forth to meet him:

And my soul, be swift to bring

All your finest and your dearest

For the triumph of our King!

Henry Burton, 1840-1930 Public domain.

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go out now to seize the moment!

The New Year stretches before us with few certainties, 

some probabilities, and many possibilities 

for those who seize the moment with Christ Jesus.

 

God does not expect us to  “climb every mountain and cross every stream” but to use the particular gifts we have, 

in the particular situation where we are set, 

to do the best we can in the cause of Christ’s love.

 

One thing is for sure -  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit is with us always! Thanks be to God!

BLESSING SONG TiS 268 verses 2 & 3


Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns;


let all their songs employ;


while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat the sounding joy,


repeat, repeat the sounding joy.


He rules the world with truth and grace,


and makes the nations prove


the glories of his righteousness


and wonders of his love,


and wonders of his love,


and wonders, wonders of his love.

Words by Isaac Watts - Public domain

 
























