Epiphany 3A- Questions on the Readings - 26 January 2020:

Isaiah 9:1-4 Questions:  

1. In what way might you be bearing a yoke of oppression in your own life? 

2. How might you be benefitting from or contributing to the oppression of others?

3. How can God's people remain faithful in dark times? (v2)
4. How can your congregation remain faithful to God in its darkest times?  
5. In what ways might the Light be shining on you to take responsibility for a way out of darkness? How might you be the fulfilment of God’s promise to someone else?

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 Questions:  

1. What kind of a psalm is Ps 27? Write a similar psalm yourself. 
2. What does it mean to seek God’s face? What does God’s face look like to you?
3. The psalmist asks that he (or she!) may “dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of [my] life.” What does that mean to dwell in the house of the Lord?

4. How has God's enfolding grace protected you recently?

5. How does God surround us and protect us in times of peril?    
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Questions:  

1. What would it mean for your congregation to "be united in the same mind and same purpose"? (v10)

2. How does your congregation accommodate unity in diversity?  

3. What are some ways in which your church may have disagreements, and how might you come to a meeting of the minds?

4. How does your congregation express inclusion? 

5. How is the "message of the cross" Good News for you? (v18)
Matthew 4:12-23 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Why does Matthew quote from Isaiah 9:1-2 in order to introduce Jesus? (vv14-16)
3. Why does Matthew use the word "immediately" in verses 20 and 22? What is the impact of Jesus' call on Peter, Andrew, James and John? 
4. Describe how you have responded to Jesus' call on your life? What "new life" has that brought to your living? 
5. How does your congregation strive to respond to Jesus' call in its life and witness? 
