PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of all Creation

we pray for the needs of the world: 

for an end to the inhumanity

and suffering that still exists in many places.

God hear us: God help us to love as you love.

We pray for the needs of lost people

that overwhelm us but for the tender beauty 

and hope that arises each new morning

and shimmers from the heavens at night.

God hear us: God help us to love as you love.

We pray for an earth staggering under the weight

of global warming and deforestation,

together, may we see and find another way.

For people staggering under the weight

of poverty, violence, and loss,

together, may we see and find another way.

God hear us: God help us to love as you love.

We pray for nations staggering under the weight

of pride and a need to impose their will,

together, may we see and find another way.

God hear us: God help us to love as you love.

We pray for the Christian Church reeling under the weight
of seeming irrelevance within secular cultures,

together, may we see and find another way.

God hear us: God help us to love as you love.

God of all, honour the desires in our hearts

and may they flourish within the people 

of grace and compassion we seek to be. Amen. 

Epiphany 4A - 2 February 2020 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

WELCOME to our worship at .......... UC. Welcome to worship on this 4th Sunday in the Season of Epiphany. Welcome to newcomers. Today as offer God our worship, we celebrate that God blesses us when we struggle with life. 
SONG 
TiS 745 “Seek ye first the kingdom of God”
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Ps 15 (a translation for today)  
O LORD, who can lodge in your tent? 
Who can settle on your holy hill? 
The one who walks honestly, doing the right thing, 
who speaks the truth in their heart; 
the one who has not tripped over their tongue, 
who does no evil to their friends 
nor heap scorn upon their neighbour; 
who deplores the ungodly, 
but honours those who hold the LORD in holy awe. 
This person has vowed not to do wrong, and will not waver, 
neither lending money with interest, 
nor taking a bribe from the innocent. 
The one doing these things will never be shaken 
© Jeff Shrowder 2002. 

SONG
TiS 477 “Jesus calls us here to meet him”
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We have heard it said: It’s really just common sense;

self-protection at all costs; conquer or be conquered;

charity always begins at home;

and we often believe without thinking

Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

We have heard it said: our culture is superior.

warheads make for peace and security;

Wealth will buy happiness; celebrities are role models;

and we often believe without thinking

Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy

We have heard it said: that’s the way things are;

nothing can be done to change that;
the poor will always be with us.

I am not my brother or sister’s keeper;
Tears are for women and children;

and we often believe without thinking

Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy

God of surprises and non-convention,

grace us with a vulnerability and openness 

to hear the wise and lyrical voice of Jesus anew.

May our way of seeing, thinking, acting,

and responding, be changed in light of Jesus’ 

great love of you  and the world of your making. Amen.
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
Brothers and sisters in Christ, the God who gathers us 

to this sacred space with words of peace and hope,

is the same God who renews grace and peace within us now.

We are God’s loved and forgiven people!

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 717 “Give thanks with a grateful heart”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
1Cor 1:18-31
EARLY WORD God’s special dream – (Matthew 5:1–12)

It was a bright, sunny day. Jesus smiled as he looked around at all his friends. Jesus had invited them to come with him to the top of a tall hill. It was Jesus’ favourite place, because you could see so much when you looked around. Besides, it was a good place for sharing stories and talking about things that really mattered. Today, Jesus wanted to help everyone get to know God better.

Jesus took a deep breath of the fresh air, and then began to talk with his friends. “Today, I want to tell you about God’s special dream for us. It is a big dream, and God is so glad that we are part of it.”

“First, I want to tell you that when God looks at you, God sees a blessing.” (Each time you repeat “When you…”, point to one of those gathered.)

When you feel sad, God sees you as a blessing. 

When you feel like you don’t matter, God sees you as a blessing. 

When you try to do what your heart tells you is right, God sees you as a blessing. 

When you try to be kind to others, God sees you as a blessing. 

When others are mean to you, God sees you as a blessing. 

No matter what happens, God looks at you and sees a blessing.  

Jesus looked around at all the friends. They were smiling. Jesus had so much more to tell them about God’s special dream. And Jesus was glad that they understood that they were all blessings.

Ask those gathered to stand and repeat the following chant with actions to end the story: 

Jesus knows us. (People point at themselves.)

Jesus loves us. (Place hands at heart level.)

Jesus helps us live and grow! (Reach up with hands and stand on tiptoes.)

Jesus knows us. (People point at themselves.) 

Jesus loves us. (Place hands at heart level.)

Now this love we’ll show! (Open arms out wide as if reaching.)

SONG TiS 491 "Father welcomes all his children"
GOSPEL READING
 Matthew 5:1-12
SERMON
Does God want us to be happy?
We respond to God’s Word
HYMN  TiS 474 “”Here in this place”

OFFERING AND DEDICATION  Generous God, we rejoice in your many gifts to us. Help us to share your generosity with those without adequate food or shelter those in poor health, those poor in friendship and family, those who struggle to believe. We ask you to bless and use these gifts, in the name of Jesus, who blessed the poor and said, “theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Amen
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God hear us: God help us to love as you love.

We are sent out as God's people

SONG  TiS 569 “Guide me O thou great Redeemer”

Guide me, O my great Redeemer,

pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty;

hold me with thy powerful hand:

bread of heaven, bread of heaven,

feed me now and evermore, X2

Open now the crystal fountain,

whence the living waters flow;

let the fiery, cloudy pillar

lead me all my journey through:

strong deliverer, strong deliverer,

be thou still my strength and shield, X2

When I tread the verge of Jordan,

bid my anxious fears subside;

death of death, and hell's destruction,

land me safe on Canaan's side:

songs and praises, songs and praises,

I will ever give to thee, X2 William Williams 1717-91public domain
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go out now to be a blessing to others in Jesus’ name!
Go to encourage the poor in spirit;

to comfort those who mourn; to honour the humble;

to recognize the faithful; to strive to be merciful;

to learn from the pure in heart; to follow the path of peace;

to follow the demanding Way of Jesus Christ, always.

And the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

will be upon you always! Amen

BLESSING SONG TiS 779 “May the feet of God”

























