Epiphany 4A- Questions on the Readings - 2 February 2020:

Micah 6:1-8 Questions:  

1. In looking for God's justice, why does Amos remind the people of God's saving actions in the Exodus? (v4)
2. What are the things we offer up to God as evidence of our faith?

3. Walter Brueggemann suggests that God's justice means giving back to the poor their fair share of the world's food and water; giving the stranger and refugee the respect and hospitality they deserve; & releasing the poor from fighting unjust wars. Does this help to understand God's justice?  

4. How do you people in your congregation do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God? 
5.How can we transform our experience and participation in Sunday worship beyond the door of the church where it truly becomes the “work of the people”?

Psalm 15 Questions:  

1. Psalm 15 is a prayer calling on God's people to  self-reflection on living a just life. Would the list of moral behaviours work in today's world? 
2. What practices of self-examination do you undertake? How is God present for you in them?

3. How do the members of your congregation live out their Baptismal vows in ways that support their efforts to live “a blameless life”? (v5)
4. How do you express your faith in your actions? What does Christ require of you?
5. How does your congregation express its faith in its behaviour? What does Christ require of us? 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Questions:  

1. What is " the foolishness of the cross"? How is it Good News for us?  
2. Is Paul inferring we should disregard the gifts of wisdom and discernment we have been given by God? In what ways are we called to be God’s countercultural fools?
3. How does your congregation proclaim Christ, crucified? (v22-24)  

4. Paul describes the members of the church in Corinth as foolish, weak, crucified, powerless low-born, and despised.  (v27) How would you describe the members of your congregation? 

5. What " marks of Jesus" might we inscribe on the world around us?
Matthew 5:1-12 Questions:  

1. The word " blessed" can be translated as lucky, or fortunate. How can we be considered "lucky" if we are suffering grief? 
2. When are the times in our life when we really need God? How do we feel when we believe that Christ is there for us in times of deep need? 
3. How can we be " lucky" if we suffer for Christ's sake? (v11)
4. Is there a beatitude you find meaningful in your own life? Why?

5. While they may not be persecuted for their faith, how do the people of your congregation react to the indifference of the community around them? 
