PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Gracious God, we thank you for the light that shines in Jesus, 

revealing to us your holiness and our righteousness. 

By your light we are both encouraged to be 

light and salt in the world
God hear us: Help us to be salt and light (silence)
God, we thank you, for leaving your light in the world 

even though we have hidden our light at times.

By your Spirit help us to shine our light so others may see.

God hear us: Help us to be salt and light (silence)
Help us to love our neighbours as ourselves

God hear us: Help us to be salt and light (silence)
Help us to be peacemakers, 

God hear us: Help us to be salt and light (silence)
Help us to break down barriers of injustice, 

so others may see your light shining in their lives
God hear us: Help us to be salt and light (silence)
Help us to live taste-filled lives, with joy and hope,

so that we can flavour the lives of others with 

your love, your peace and your justice.
God hear us: Help us to be salt and light (silence)
God hear our prayers 

and help us to be agents of salt and light,

in and through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen
Epiphany 5A - 9 February 2020 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

WELCOME to our worship at ........UC. Welcome to worship on this fifth Sunday in the Season of Epiphany. Welcome to our visitors. Today we focus on how we can be salt and light to our communities.
SONG 
TiS 780 "May light come into your eyes"

CALL TO WORSHIP 
(based on Matt 5:13-20)  
God sends light to us this day 

and invites us to meet one another in this light. 

Light breaks forth like the dawn, 
drawing us into relationship with one another. 
Humble yourselves for the worship of God, 

that you may be empowered to serve. 

God calls us to trust with steady hearts 
and to serve with righteous compassion. 
Seek not for lofty words of wisdom, 

but for powerful demonstrations of God’s way. 

God makes us to be the salt of the earth 
and lights to show God’s works to the world. Amen!
SONG
TiS 675 "Lord the light of your love is shining"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord, you place us in the world to be its salt.

Yet we can be afraid of committing ourselves.

We do not want to hear what ‘they’ might say

and our salt dissolves as if in water.

Lord have mercy: Lord, have mercy
Lord, you place us in the world to be its light.

Yet we can be afraid of the shadows, afraid of the poverty.

We do not want to know ‘difficult’ people

and our light slowly fades away.

Christ have mercy: Christ, have mercy
Lord, you place us in the world to live in community.

You call us to love, to share in life,

to struggle for bread and for justice.

When we fail to do this:

Lord have mercy: Lord, have mercy
Lord Jesus have mercy on us, and forgive us.

By the power of your Spirit, 

help us always to be salt and light,

giving flavour and hope to lives of others,

in your name. Amen
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
Our God is a God of grace and mercy and love;
Since we have been raised with Christ,
let us seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
Our sins are forgiven: Thanks be to God!
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 725 "In our darkness there is no darkness"

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
1Cor 2:1-12
EARLY WORD 
SONG TiS 643 "I want to walk as a child of the light"
GOSPEL READING
 Matthew 5:13-20
SERMON
Flavour and illumination?
We respond to God’s Word
SONG TiS 474 “”Here in this place”

OFFERING AND DEDICATION  Generous God, you call us to be salt of the earth and light to the world. We ask you to receive and bless these gifts, of our money and our lives, dedicated to flavouring the world, and reflecting the light of your love in the darkness of people's lives; through Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God hear us: Help us to be salt and light (silence)
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 666 “We are marching in the light of God”

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go to love like salt, that makes life tasty and worthwhile.
Go to live as a light, to those who live in darkness.
Go to be a community of light to the world, 
showing that God lives and works in his people.
And may God bless you all for this mission:
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Go now, and let the light of Christ shine
on all those who live around you.
In the name of Christ! Amen!
BLESSING SONG TiS 780 "May light come into your eyes"

























