Epiphany 5A- Questions on the Readings - 9 February 2020:

Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) Questions:  

1. What false religious behaviour is Isaiah targeting in verses 3 to 5?
2. What kind of fast is God looking for in verses 6 and 7? 
3. What is this yoke or burden that the people suffer under? (v9a) 

4. What can you think of in our life in Australia that is a “yoke” to be lifted, or “the bonds of injustice” that must be loosed?

5. We are called to be salt and light. How can our light rise in the darkness of people's lives today? 













(v10)

Psalm 112:1-9 (10) Questions:  

1. What kind of a psalm is Psalm 112? Write your own Psalm using this theme.

2. Which of these descriptions of a righteous person rang most true for you? Did it remind you of anyone?  What quality in this description was most immediately appealing to you for your own life?

3. How can we stand and shine our light into the darkness of other people's lives without poking our nose in? (v4)

4. Australia is a wealthy country. How can Australia stand up and be a light to other nations? 

5.  How do we "give to the poor" in effective ways today? (v9) 

ow c
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) Questions:  

1. What do the "foolishness" and "mystery" of the Gospel mean to you?   
2. How do we discern what is spiritual and what is not? (vv14-15) 

3. How does your congregation proclaim the "foolishness" and "mystery" of the Gospel?  

4. Remember a person in your life who has made Christ known to you, like Paul, not in “lofty words” but “in weakness and in fear”? How did/do they express their spirituality?
5. How do we express the mind Christ in us? (v16)
Matthew 5:13-20 Questions:  

1. What do the images of "salt" and "light" mean to you? 
2. How can our faith lose its saltiness? (v13)
3. How can we offer Christ's love as salt to flavour other people's lives? 
4. How can we hide the light of our faith? How do we let our light shine" before others"? (vv14-16) 
5. How do we offer flavour and illumination to the lives of other people? 
