PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of love and life, we pray for:
a faith bold in its authenticity,

a faith generous in its practice,

and always deepening at its heart.

God, send your Spirit upon us and light our path,
that we may travel the road you have prepared for us.
God in your mercy: hear our prayer
God of love and life, we pray for
for a renewal of hope and action:
for a faith that longs for shared futures,

a faith reconciling in its expression,

and always deepening in its heart.

Help us break free from ideas that no longer bring life,
that we may embrace the life-giving work of your Spirit.
God in your mercy: hear our prayer
God of love and life, hear our prayer

for a renewing of trust and compassion.

For a faith willing to co-suffer and heal,

a faith tenacious in it desire for justice,

and always deepening in its heart.

God, challenge us to choose the road less travelled

that we may truly follow the loving ways of your kingdom. 
God in your mercy: hear our prayer
Amen.

Epiphany 6A February 16 2020
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

GREETING 
Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

CHORUSES  
TiS 685 “Lord I come to you”
WELCOME to our worship at ................UC. Welcome to any visitors. Today we focus on how Jesus helps us to grow more and more into the loving people he calls us to be.
CALL TO WORSHIP (PSALM 119:1-8)
Come from homes and work to praise God.

We are ready!

Come from the rough places of life to worship God.

We will find friendship!

Come giving thanks to God for all we have received.

Our joy is great!

Come into the fellowship here, with a common purpose.

In Christ’s community we are strong!

SONG  TiS 153 “God is love..”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
ONE: We want a faith that sets us free.

TWO: We need a way that is new and hopeful.

THREE: We don’t want more laws weighing us down.

ONE, TWO, THREE: We desire a faith that sets us free to live and love.

God of extraordinary and wise ways,

ways that stretch us to the limit 

of creative possibilities,

we admit how difficult it can be to live our faith 

without turning to rule-books – new or old.

Have mercy on us for rigid patterns of belief

we often inherit yet rarely question. 

Forgive us also for the grief 

we cause ourselves and others,

when we offer moral prescriptions

that continue to injure and shame;

impossible expectations that keep new life 

from taking root and flourishing.

Renew us, O God,

with your gift of compassion given to all.

And may this unconditional compassion 

be the wise rule and guide in our lives.

ONE: We want a faith that sets us free.

TWO: We need a way that is new and hopeful.

THREE: We don’t want more laws weighing us down.

ONE, TWO, THREE: We desire a faith that sets us free to live and love.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
To all you who seek God with all your heart
comes God’s promise to steady you and hold you close,
God’s mercy is for you, that you may, without shame,
walk in the ways of God’s life.. 

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 


DOXOLOGY TiS 717 “Give thanks with a grateful heart”

We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
EARLY WORD  - A story of disaster that works out in the end.

Alexander and “THE, NOGOOD, VERY BAD DAY"
SONG
TiS 699 “A new commandment” 

GOSPEL

Matthew 5:21-37
SERMON 
“How good do we need to be? 
We respond to God’s Word
SONG   TiS 474 “Here in this place”
OFFERING AND DEDICATION

God bless these gifts, through them 

may the ordinary become sacred,

may the trials of life be borne,

may the joys of life be celebrated,

may the fearful be filled with hope,

may the Good News be proclaimed,

and the Way of Jesus honoured. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God in your mercy: hear our prayer
We are sent out as God's people

NOTICES 

SONG  569 “Guide me O my great Redeemer”

COMMISSION AND BLESSING
Go boldly into this new week,
to live with love towards all people
Go to be better people, as you follow Jesus
Pray often; Speak wisely; Act justly.

And may the wisdom of Christ,

the yearnings of God,

and the friendship of the Spirit,

inspire and uphold you, this day and always.

Amen.  
BLESSING SONG  TiS 749 “Send me Jesus”
























