Epiphany 6A- Questions on the Readings - 12 February 2017:

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Questions:  

1. What does the word shalom mean? Check it out on Google? 

2. The Ten Commandments are found in Exodus 20:1-17. What framework for  shalom - "good living" do these commandments give us? 
3. If we follow God's commandments, God's shalom, walking in God's ways of love, peace, and justice,  what boundaries for "good living" do these commandments give us? (v16)

4. Love and obedience are tightly linked in this and many other scriptural passages. How does this link transform or deepen our understanding of life with God?
5. How can we live God's ways of shalom - of love, peace and justice today? 
Psalm 119:1-8 Questions:  

1. What kind of a psalm is Psalm 119? Write your own Psalm using this theme.

2. What does it mean to "walk in the law of the Lord"? Is this hard to do? (v1)

3. How does the psalmist’s clear delight in the law of the Lord transform or inform the way we think about “law”?

4. How can we be happy if we follow God's commandments? (v2)
5.  How can we praise God with "an upright heart" today? (v7) 
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1 Corinthians 3:1-9 Questions:  

1. Look back on your faith journey. When did you start drinking the "milk of faith"? When did you start to eat the "solid food" of faith? (vv2-3)

2. What happens when we become followers of a particular minister or religious leader? (v4)  

3. What have you been excusing as “only human” which perhaps might call for deeper repentance and the transforming mercy of God?

4. As God's servants are we "planters" or "waterers" of faith? (v8)

5. How can we be "planters" or "waterers" of faith where we live? (v9) 
Matthew 5:21-37 Questions:  

1. Why is Jesus pointing to the sin we all commit even in our hearts? What things do we need to forgive other people before we ask God to forgive us? (vv23-24)
2. Hyperbole is a gross overstatement of a situation to make a strong teaching point. Why is Jesus using hyperbole in verses 8&9? Does Jesus really want us to pluck out our eye, or cut off our hand? 
3. Is Jesus against divorce on reasonable grounds (v31)? What exploitation by divorce of rich women is being targeted in verses 31 and 32? 

4. How can we honestly stand up for our faith by saying YES, YES, or NO, NO?  (v37)
5. Which portion of the reading can we be practicing through the power of Christ in order to obey his command to not only “hear these words…[but do] them” (Mat. 7:24)? 

