Transfiguration Year A- Questions on the Readings - 26 February 2017:

Exodus 24:12-18 Questions:  

1. What would it be like to encounter the intense glory of God? Terrifying? Yet Moses stays up there for 6 days, high on the mountain. What is it that keeps him going? 
2. Moses encounters something on the mountain that makes him want to stay for over 70 days, over two months’ time! What do you think he was thinking and feeling during that time?

3. Moses had to keep climbing higher to get closer to God. How do we get closer to God?

4. Are there times in our life when God is calling us despite our fears to draw closer to God? 
5. Have you ever felt like you are waiting in a liminal space between that which you have always known and something else that is greater than what you can imagine?
Psalm 2 Questions:  

1. The psalm opens with the psalmist’s questions about the persecution of the faithful. Are there times when we can feel persecuted?
2. In verse 4 we hear God laugh at the plans of the wicked. God warns the wicked rulers, reminding them that God alone is sovereign. In God's time what happens to evil leaders? 

3. This psalm emphasizes trust in God to enact justice and retribution. Do you ever find yourself struggling to trust God for this, wishing to take revenge for yourself?

4. The psalm concludes with a call for God’s people to rejoice because they have taken refuge in God. Are you able to trust God enough to rejoice, even during times of persecution?
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Psalm 99 Questions:  

1. How does the image of God as a powerful ruler on a throne speak to us today?  (v1) What other image of God might work better for us? 

2. How do we see God's justice and righteousness being worked out in the world today? (v4)

3. Do we see God as a forgiving or an avenging God? (v8) How does this inform our faith? 

4. How is God holy for us? Do triumphal songs of praise work in today's world?

2 Peter 1:16-21 Questions:  

1. Like the first readers of this letter, we have no direct experience of God’s voice identifying Jesus as Beloved Son. How do we trust those who were present with Jesus, as lamps shining in a dark place? (v19)

2. Peter reminds us in the closing lines of this passage (vv20-21) that true witnesses, prophets who reveal God’s truth, are not speaking, for themselves, but because they have been moved by the Holy Spirit to do so. How does God's Spirit help us to be lights for other's faith journey?
3. We can still serve as witnesses to the light of Christ. Are there people in our life who have shown us the light of Christ? 

4. How have we been a light to others? How can we be more effective lights? 
5. Are prophetic messages still heard today? How do we discern the impact of these?

Matthew 17:1-9 Questions:  

1. Just like the encounter that Moses had upon Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:12-18), Peter, James and John experience many of the classic elements of an encounter with God. Compare the two texts and identify some of the elements of such an encounter. 
2. Peter, James and John see Moses and Elijah, their forefathers, the bearers of their Jewish tradition. Why would they want to build tents and stay for a while? Why would we want "hang onto" that wonderful moment of epiphany? 
3. The disciples return to the world with a new knowledge of who Jesus is. Yet they are instructed not to tell anyone until after Jesus is raised. How will this new knowledge help them follow Jesus? 
4. How have you encountered God? Have you ever wished you could just linger in those holy moments? Yet Jesus calls us back down the mountain to live out our faith in the real world. How do our encounters with God shape the way we live our life today?
5. At those points when you perceive the greatest distance between yourself and God, what erases that distance so that you may again participate in communion with God?
