Easter Day – April 12 2020 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
#Bare sanctuary – no flowers or HC elements! 

#Everything in the foyer.
We gather as God’s people
SONG
TiS 156 “Morning has broken”
CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 118:24 
This is the day that the Lord has made!

Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

#Dress the sanctuary during the song
SONG  SiS 40 “This is the day, this is the day:”

WELCOME to our Easter Day worship here at ........... Uniting Church. A warm welcome to you on one of the most important days of the Christian year! Welcome to any visitors worshipping with us !

SYMBOLS OF THE RESURRECTION

THE SHROUD: A folded white cloth is placed on the table: 
This reminds us of the cloth in which they wrapped the body of Jesus.  On Easter morning it was found empty, lying in the tomb where Christ's body had been placed.     
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!

THE FRAGRANT OIL A jar of oil is placed on the table: 
This reminds us that very early on Easter Day some women came to the tomb to prepare Jesus' body for proper burial. The women were the first to hear of Jesus' resurrection.  Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

THE STONE: A stone is placed on the table: 
This stone reminds us that on the resurrection morning, the stone which sealed the tomb was rolled away.  
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!
THE BREAD: A loaf  is placed on the table : 
This bread reminds us that on the first Easter evening, Jesus walked and talked with two of his followers on the road to Emmaus. It was not until he broke bread with them that they recognised who he was. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!

THE WINE: The chalice and trays are placed on the table: 
This wine, representing Christ's blood, helps us to remember that Jesus died for us.   
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!

THE CROSS: A rough hewn cross is placed near the table: 
This cross is an empty cross. Jesus is not dead. He is risen. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

THE CANDLE: A lit 'Christ candle' is placed on the table: 
This candle reminds us that Jesus Christ is the light of the world. Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God, like the first witnesses of the resurrection, we come to the empty tomb with various responses. We hear that Jesus has risen, but often its hard to find this in our lives. 
Forgive us when we fail to witness to the risen Christ in our lives. 
For so many people, the only good news of this weekend is that it gives us the chance for a pleasant Autumn holiday. 
Forgive us if we feel that this worship is an interruption to our holiday. 
As we come to the empty tomb seeking forgiveness for all our failings, help us to put the risen Christ first in our lives. 
Forgive us when we forget the empty tomb, that Jesus is here with us and where Christians live and worship. 
Help us always to remember Jesus’ death on the cross which gives us the gift of a fresh start in life - guilt free and graced by love. The tomb is empty because Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia. Amen!

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
God love for us is shown in that while were yet sinners, while we didn’t even know God, Christ died for us! 

So I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ!

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY
TiS 720 “Halle, halle,halle..”
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
John 20: 11-18
EARLY WORD  Use a container shaped like a large Easter egg - one that may have contained chocolates or sweets.  Buy or borrow a couple of toy chickens and put inside the egg.  This is probably the symbol that children recognise!  Ask the children what they may have eaten a lot of over Easter - invite them to look at this lovely egg you have - what might be in the egg...probably say chocolate etc.  Show chickens - what did they expect?   Then explain that eggs have come to be a symbol of Easter because eggs contain life - they remind us of the tomb, which contained not death, but life - contained the news  that Jesus was alive again in a very special way.   We receive gifts of eggs on Easter Day, and before long, they're gone, finished, but  Jesus has given us a very special gift, the gift of his love and his life and they last for ever

SONG
TiS 390 “Alleluia, alleluia”

SECOND GOSPEL READING
John 20:19-23
SERMON “The Risen Christ comes through locked doors”
We respond to God’s Word
SONG   TiS 370 “Christ the Lord is risen today!”

OFFERING AND DEDICATION

Loving God, we thank you for this Easter Day - with its promise of new life, and new opportunities. Use us, and our gifts, to love and to serve you, and to witness to Christ whom you have raised. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Living Christ : comfort and redeem your people.

THE PEACE  The peace of the risen Christ be with you. 
 And also with you!

SONG TiS 511 “Let us break bread together with the Lord”
The Sacrament of Holy Communion
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Living God, on this Easter Day we offer our thanks and praise to you;
creator of heaven and earth; creator and lover of all humanity. 
this holy meal which we share today
is the celebration of your faithfulness and love for us. 
We celebrate also how the language of your love was heard 
through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, 
your beloved Son, our beloved Lord; 
and how the nature of your love became visible 
through his life and sacrificial love.
He graced lives with healing and hope, with compassion and power 
and as if that were not enough, he gave his very life for us.  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
On the night of his betrayal, as he sat at the table and broke
 bread with his friends, he said: 
'Take and eat; this is my body which is 
broken for you. Remember me each time you do this.' 
After they had eaten, he took the cup, and said: 
'Remember me as you drink from this, for it is my life, poured out for you 
 the beginning of a new relationship with God.'

God of all power, breathe your Holy Spirit upon us, 
and upon these gifts of bread  and wine, 
that they may be for us the life of Christ and that we may 
make that life visible through our faithful witness to him. 
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 


your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 


and forgive us our sins, 


as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, 


and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory, 


are yours, now and for ever. Amen

The celebrant takes bread & breaks it, saying:

Christ is the bread of joy, Who shares food with sinners.

The celebrant lifts the cup in full view of the people, in silence or saying:

Christ is the cup of life, who revives the faint-hearted.

The celebrant holds out the bread and the cup to the people and says:

Let us receive what we are;

let us become what we receive.

The body of Christ. 

INVITATION

This is the joyful feast of Jesus:
Bread for beloved children; 

a meal for those expecting scraps;

a banquet for last minute guests!

Come, your place is at the table.

Here Christ meets you and calls you God’s own.

DISTRIBUTION

Receive this holy sacrament

of the body and blood of Christ,

and feed on him in your hearts

by faith with thanksgiving.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of grace,

you renew us at your table with the bread of life.

May this food strengthen us in love

and help us to serve you in each other.

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  Amen.

We are sent out as God's people
NOTICES 

SONG
 TiS 531 : Sent forth by God’s blessing” verse 1
COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.

 Now go quickly and share the good news that Christ is risen! Go to tell others that you can meet him ever day!
 And as you go may:

May God, the creator of all life,
 
Jesus Christ, the source of eternal life,
 
 and the Holy Spirit, the power of God in you,
                       bless you, this day and every day! Amen! 

SONG 
TiS 531 : Sent forth by God’s blessing” verse 2
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