Good Friday 10 April  2020 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
.

• Place a large cross at the centre of the worship space.

• Bring four pieces of soft purple cloth.

• Place a clear bowl of water on a stand beside the cross.

• Place a purple candle on a stand beside the cross.

• Bring a chalice to dip in the bowl of water.

We gather as God’s people

GREETING Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

WELCOME – to our Good Friday worship at ........ 
SENTENCE
They shouted "Crucify him crucify him!"
Pilate asked "Shall I crucify your King ?"
The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the emperor."
Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to The Place of the Skull. 
There they crucified him and with him two others,
one on either side with Jesus between them.
Pilate also had an inscription written and put
on the cross. It read "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.
DEATH FRAMED IN PURPLE
Around this death lies a purple shroud of Godly mystery,

a shroud which holds life so true and free

that, even in death, it cannot be contained.

We stand in awe before this Godly mystery.

(Pause and drape a purple cloth around the cross.)
Around this death lies a purple shroud of grieving,

a shroud which is wet with our tears

and held out towards the life of God,

with gratitude and eternal sadness.

We reach out to touch the shroud of grieving.

(Pause and place the end of a purple cloth in the bowl of water.)
Around this death lies a purple shroud of honour,

a shroud within which the Christ

has encountered human reality

in ways which are open 

to all the pain and woundings which lie there.

We honour the cross of Jesus Christ.

(Pause and light the purple candle beside the cross.)
SONG 
TiS 339 “O Sacred Head Once Wounded.”
THE TENSION – Read Matthew 27:27-36.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, we face the truth

that we, too, watch as you suffer and die

within the life of the world.

We see those who mock the vulnerable

and fail to challenge those who wound them.

We, too, sometimes betray the prophets of our day.

Our hearts are filled with grief, O God.

Often we dress up our dealings with people 

in red robes of self-deception, 

We can pretend that we are not exploiting others

for our own advantage.

Our hearts are filled with grief, O God.

Sometimes we place the weapons of violence

in the hands of our armed forces

and ask them to destroy others, O God,

We can tell ourselves that this is the way to peace,

even if it kills the innocent on the way.

Our hearts are filled with grief, O God. We stay 
before your cross and know who we are. (silence.)
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
God love for us is shown in that while were yet sinners Christ died for us! So I declare to you in the name of Christ!

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN: THANKS BE TO GOD!
SONG  

TiS 345 “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”

TOUCHING THE SHROUDS WHICH SURROUND OUR LIVES - 

Read Matthew 27:45-51.

PRAYER O God, in Jesus Christ,

you dare to stay within all that is present 

in the painful realities of our lives.

In faith, we will link a purple shroud to yours,

one which will reach out towards the shadow places in our lives. (Two long cloths are linked with the cloth around the cross and spread out towards the people.)
O God, we pray that we may be able to touch 

the shrouds which surround us,

and which hold us tenderly at this moment

As we face our lives, we will touch
the purple colour of your shroud, Jesus Christ. (silence)
On this day, when we remember your love,

which surpasses human knowledge,

we pray that, within all the limits of our humanity,

we may be able to hold ourselves closer

to the truths about our own journey. (silence)
And now, loving Jesus Christ,

we remember those around us in the world

whose weeping we have heard:

(The people name those people or places).
Let us feel the truth of their lives.

We will touch their weeping, 

which is joined with our own tears and prayers

as we stay here with you beside your cross of love.
(Following this prayer, a chalice is filled with water from the bowl and passed around so people can touch the water.) 

Play TiS 356  “He hangs a man discarded” softly. 
HOMILY 
SONG TiS 342 “When I survey the wondrous cross”

PROFESSION OF FAITH – Wait in faith

Read Matthew 27:55-61.

PROFESSION OF FAITH – Wait in faith
Wait in faith now, people of God.

And if your faith runs low,

touch the hands of those around you

who also sit and wait beside the tomb.

We will wait in faith, Lord Jesus Christ.

Hold near to you the people of ages past –

those who had nothing but faith to sustain them.

Wrap the bodies of need with shrouds of loving kindness

while you wait as though you, too, hold the Body of Christ.

We will wait in love, Lord Jesus Christ.

Roll the stones of determination 

into the paths of those who would destroy hope

and sit before the sanctuaries of good to guard the truth.

Help us to be the brave defenders of the faith
and bring us home to the victory of abundant life.

We will wait in faithfulness, Lord Jesus Christ.

Wait in faith over these next three days.

Wait in hope for the risen life of God 

to visit the people in grace.

Wait in openness for gifts beyond imagining.

For this is the Christ, the Human One

whose love will never be defeated.

We will wait in hope, Lord Jesus Christ.

SONG TiS 351 “Lift high the cross” 

COMMISSION & BLESSING  

Go to walk the path which is swathed in purple
We will travel for 3 days, towards Easter Day.

Let us go with lifted hearts and a commitment 
We will go into places where death seems to rule.
May God bless us with faith and hope for our journey
And may emptiness be filled with the life-giving activity 
of God, 
may darkness be coloured purple 



with the passion of the Christ  

and may fear be embraced by the courage 

and freedom of the Holy Spirit always! Amen.
We leave in silence to gather again on Easter Day.
























