PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God help us to look to the light of Christ to find our hope 

God help us: to be born anew through faith in Christ.

God our lives are cluttered by our worries, and concerns about work and home, about family and friends. God, in the midst of our dark times help us to look to the light of Christ to find our hope 

God help us: to be born anew through faith in Christ.

Lord Jesus you call us to follow you. Help us to answer your call on our lives, and to experience that extraordinary sense of being known, accepted, appreciated, and loved in a way that goes beyond anything we have experienced in our life so far.

God help us: to be born anew through faith in Christ.

Lord Jesus, as we commit our lives to you, help us to place our trust in you. Help us to see ourselves as gifted children of God, with gifts, talents and skills we can use, to bring love, freedom and joy to others?”

God help us: to be born anew through faith in Christ.

God help us to follow Jesus each day, to work to bring others into your kingdom of love, justice, inclusion, and peace. 
 God help us to let go of our burdens, to face our challenges, and to risk living the way of Jesus no matter what the future holds.

God help us: to be born anew through faith in Christ.
Lent 2A, 8 March 2020
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

GREETING 
Sisters and brothers in Christ….. 

SONG  
TiS 778 "Shalom to you now"

WELCOME – to our worship at ...... UC. Welcome to any visitors. Today we focus on the risks we take to follow Jesus, and the deep trust in God we need in order to do so.
CALL TO WORSHIP PSALM 121
I raise my eyes up to the hills.
Where will my help come from?
My help will come from the LORD,
the one who made heaven and earth
the one who will not let my foot be moved;
the one watching over me while I sleep.
Indeed, the one keeping watch over Israel 
neither slumbers or sleeps.
The LORD is the one keeping watch over us;
The LORD is our shade at our right hand.
The sun will not strike us by day: nor the moon by night.
The LORD is the one watching over us against all evil;
watching over our life.
The LORD is the one watching over our coming and going
from now and for ever. ©Jeff Shrowder 2002.
SONG  TiS 147 “To God be the glory”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Abraham trusted that God would help him and his family as they journeyed forth into the unknown. Jesus journeyed towards Jerusalem trusting that God would be his strong help and guide on the way. God, we confess, our readiness to affirm  our belief in your guidance, yet we fear to move into the unknown on behalf of the gospel . 
LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY(silence)

Abraham took the plunge and ventured forward into a future not of his own making. Jesus took the plunge and ventured forward on his journey to the cross, trusting in God’s Spirit to help him give shape to a future where justice and righteousness reign. We want to experience the new life that the Spirit breathes into us so that we too can move forward into God’s future but we find it easier to stay where we are. CHRIST HAVE MERCY: CHRIST HAVE MERCY(silence)

God, break through our resistance and our fear with your deep love for us. Help us to hear and respond to your call, your promises, your guidance in our lives with heightened enthusiasm and deepened faith.
LORD HAVE MERCY: LORD HAVE MERCY(silence)

Gracious and loving God, forgive our lack of trust in you; 
help us when we hesitate- strengthen us where we are weak. 
Blow your Spirit afresh into our hearts and minds 
so that we have courage to follow Jesus wherever he leads us.   Amen

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
“God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world , but in order  that the world might be saved through him.” (John 3: 17) And so I declare to you Christ’s word of grace to us:

YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 


DOXOLOGY TiS 220 “This, this is the God we adore”
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Genesis 12:1-4a 
EARLY WORD 
 Story about risking faith?
SONG
TiS 242 “I danced in the morning”

GOSPEL

John 3:1-17 
SERMON 
“Risking Faith and Trusting in God”
We respond to God’s Word
SONG   “The Summons” – Iona Community
OFFERING AND DEDICATION
Generous God new life is your gift to us. May these gifts bring new life; hope to the despairing; confidence to the faltering; peace to the suffering, faith to the doubting; a word to the questioning; a light for the dying. God bless these our gifts, in the name of Jesus Christ, your blessing for us. Amen.

NOTICES 


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God help us: to be born anew through faith in Christ.

We are sent out as God's people

SONG  TiS 658 “I the Lord of sea and sky”
COMMISSION AND BLESSING
This is new life: 
the old half-truths confronted.
This is new life:  
a leap of freedom taken.
This is new life:  
a hand stretched out to Christ.
This is new life: 
we risk the Way of Jesus.

Now may the peace of Christ enfold you,

May the love of God surround you.
And may the Holy Spirit inspire you now and always. Amen.

BLESSING SONG  TIS 755 “You shall go out with joy”

























