Lent 2A- Questions on the Readings - 8 March 2020:

Genesis 12:1-4a Questions:  

1. This passage invites us to follow in Abram’s footsteps – to risk leaving what is familiar, and comfortable, but ultimately small and limiting and go to “a land that I will show you.” Have you ever had a major shift (in location, job, marriage) in your life? Reflect on this.
2. Our spiritual life is the same process – going from what we know to what we don’t know. Christ calls us to follow God into the unknown. Reflect on times on your faith journey when this has happened for you.
3. How have you experienced God’s call in your life to leave home “for a land that I will show you”?
4. How has your congregation experienced God’s call in its life to leave home “for a land that God will show you”? Reflect on this.
5. How might God be calling us to stretch ourselves during this Lenten season? How might we put our faith into action?

Psalm 121 Questions:  

1. Reflect on times in your life when you have "looked to the hills" for God's help. How has this been a spiritual journey with a number of challenges.
2. Have you ever experienced a "dark night of the soul". How did you emerge from the struggle?
3. Where do you find yourself now on the spiritual pilgrimage of life – waiting for God's call? Taking the first steps? Resting in the shade? Or fully exposed to the sun?
4. How have you experienced God’s supporting action on your faith journey?
5. Where is God calling you to trust in God’s love?
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Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 Questions:  

1. There are in fact 613 Laws of Moses which Orthodox Jews are meant to abide by. How did Abraham live his life? How can we do likewise? 
2. When there are more laws, there are more opportunities to break them. Paul saw this as a vicious circle that brought people nowhere. How can we move beyond adherence to a set of laws? 
3. What is faith? Is it strict observance of every single one of God's laws, or humbly living God's ways of peace, love and justice? 
4. Are you giving something up for Lent? Why?

5. Do you accept that there is nothing you can do to earn God’s blessing and grace? What are the obstacles you face to accepting this gift?
John 3:1-17 Questions:  

1. Entrance into God’s Kingdom cannot be earned by human beings. What is the one thing we need to get there? (v8)

2. What are the challenges we face in allowing God’s Spirit to lead us to the new birth of which Jesus speaks?
3. For you, what does it mean to be born again? How have you been born to new life?
4. What does it mean for members of your congregation to be born again? How has your congregation experienced spiritual renewal?

5. What does God’s “unconditional love” mean to you?

Matthew 17:1-9 Questions:  

1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?
2. Just like the encounter that Moses had upon Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:12-18), Peter, James and John experience many of the classic elements of an encounter with God. Compare the two texts and identify some of the elements of such an encounter. 
3. Peter, James and John see Moses and Elijah, their forefathers, the bearers of their Jewish tradition. Why would they want to build tents and stay for a while? Why would we want "hang onto" that wonderful moment of epiphany? 

4. The disciples return to the world with a new knowledge of who Jesus is. Yet they are instructed not to tell anyone until after Jesus is raised. How will this new knowledge help them follow Jesus? 
5. How have you encountered God? Have you ever wished you could just linger in those holy moments? Yet Jesus calls us back down the mountain to live out our faith in the real world. How do our encounters with God shape the way we live our life today?

