PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God, we pray for people who are spiritually thirsty,

who long to know you, but don’t know where to find you. 

We pray for those who are alone and without hope,

those who long to feel needed and loved,

those who are searching for meaning and purpose.  

God pour down your waters, and heal your people.
We pray for people who don’t have enough water to drink, or feed their animals; whose fields are dry, whose crops have died; those who have to walk long distances to find enough water to survive, who have only dirty water to drink.

We pray for those whose lives are torn apart by famine. 

God pour down your waters, and heal your people.
We pray for people who thirst for justice, who long for an equal sharing of resources across the world;

those who risk their life to protect streams, rivers & oceans;

those who are working to find clean water, 

and make it available to those who need it.

God pour down your waters, and heal your people.
God, open our hearts to the needs of all who thirst.

Give us courage to work together for justice,

to stand alongside those who are thirsty,

so that all people, may live without want or fear,

and discover the abundant life You promise to each one.

God pour down your waters, and heal your people.
In the name of Jesus Christ—the source of living water—we pray.  Amen.
Lent 3A – 15 March 2020 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

WELCOME to our worship at ............ UC on the 3rd Sunday in the Season of Lent. Welcome to our visitors. Today we recognise that we are on the journey of costly love with Jesus that leads to the cross! 
CALL TO WORSHIP

We’ve come to worship God,

who makes streams flow from rock,

As the deer thirsts for flowing streams,
so we thirst for You, O God.
We’ve come to worship God,

who turns the parched earth into springs of water,

As the deer thirsts for flowing streams,
so we thirst for You, O God.
We’ve come to worship God,

who sends the rain from heaven

and makes the wilderness blossom and flourish.

Come, let’s worship our life-giving God,

who pours out living water on all who thirst.

PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
God, you split rocks in the wilderness, 
and gave your people abundant drink, as from the deep.
Lord hear us: fill us with life-giving water.
You made streams come out of the rock, 
and caused waters to flow down like rivers.
Lord hear us: fill us with life-giving water.
You turned the desert into pools of water,
the parched land into springs of water.
Lord hear us: fill us with life-giving water.
As a deer longs for flowing streams, 
so my soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  
Lord hear us: fill us with life-giving water.
In Jesus' name. Amen
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
The proof of God’s love is this: that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. All this is from God to whom we are reconciled through Christ. 
YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 220 “This, this is the God we adore”
We Listen for God’s  Word

FIRST READING
Romans 5:1-11
EARLY WORD  - we all have gifts for ministry
SONG TIS 640 ‘Kneels at the feet of his friends’

GOSPEL 

John 4:5-42
SERMON

"Knowing Our Place" 
We respond to God’s Word
HYMN     TiS 693  Come as you are that’s how I want you.

OFFERING AND DEDICATION  

Generous God, accept the offering we bring, in response to the love which you have poured into our hearts.  May our lives bear witness to that love in all we say and do.  This we pray in  Jesus’ name.  Amen 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God pour down your waters, and heal your people.
We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 609 “May the mind of Christ my saviour”

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Having heard God’s Word for us today, 

go out now to share Christ the Living Water with others!

May God open our eyes to see opportunities for ministry.

May Jesus touch our hearts, with his compassion.

May God’s Spirit transform our spirits with love always! Amen
BLESSING SONG TiS 749 " Send me Jesus"

























