Lent 3A- Questions on the Readings - 15 March 2020:

Exodus 17:1-7 Questions:  
1. The Israelites last question: “Is the Lord among us or not?”(v7) is still a very relevant one. Has there been a time in your life when you have wondered this? What was that time like? 

2. After struggling through that sense of God's absence, how did you come to trust in the Lord’s presence again?
3. As people of God, how do we balance patient, trusting faith with the urgency of human need?

4. Consider what prevents you from hearing the Lord’s call in your life. How might you work through that?
5. What can distract your congregation from hearing the Lord’s call in its life. How might your members work through that?
Psalm 95 Questions:  
1. Lent is a time to slow down and once again take notice of God’s creation all around us, and to be thankful. Where do you see or feel the presence of God in the world around you?
2. Where might your congregation see or feel the presence of God in your community?

3. What causes you to lose sight, of the presence of God in your life? What adds extra stress and busyness and how might you hear God in that time? 
4. What steps can you and members of your congregation take to slow down and be with God each day through Lent? (e.g. 15 minutes silent reflection each day; Lenten Study)

5. Where do you see God in the created order and in nature?
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Romans 5:1-11 Questions:  
1. Our Australian society is brought up not to boast. So how can we “boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God”? How can we to be joyful and proud as we share the Good News of all that Christ as done for us and as we tell others about that?  (v3)
2. Consider all of the different possibilities for ways that you may “boast” in this Good News. How and with whom might you share this message with those in your community?
3. Through your faith journey, what ways that you have experienced God’s movement in your life? 
4. How might you share those with others to help them see how God is moving in their lives?
5. How might members of your congregation share their experiences with others to help them see how God is moving in their lives?
John 4:5-42 Questions:  

1. The woman at the well models how to receive the unconditional love of Jesus. How can we respond with the same enthusiasm to the way Christ accepts us as we are?
2. After we have experienced Christ's loving presence, how can we follow this woman’s example to tell others about the unconditional love of God in Christ!
3. Are there times in your life that you would rather others, including even God, didn’t know about? How have you experienced Christ’s love for you even in these times?
4. Is there someone people in your congregation know who needs to hear this message of unconditional love? How might they share it with them?
3. What thirst would you ask God to quench right now?

