PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Lord Jesus Christ, you are our Good Shepherd. Help us by your Spirit to learn from the example of the 23rd Psalm. Become for us not only the subject of our holy conversation, but also our dearest confidant and companion. 

Good Shepherd hear us: hear our prayer. 

Holy Spirit, help us understand what it means for us to be children of the light. Wake up our sleeping spirits so that the light of Christ may shine on us and through us. 

Good Shepherd hear us: hear our prayer. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Light of the World. Even as you opened the eyes of the blind, open our eyes to see your presence everywhere, and give us the courage to confess our faith boldly, like one who knows whom to thank. 

Good Shepherd hear us: hear our prayer. 

Healing God, come to those who struggle in body mind, and spirit.. Heal those with special needs whom we name silently before you: ______ . 

Good Shepherd hear us: hear our prayer. 

Though we remember we are dust and to dust we shall return, we remember that we are your precious dust. 
Good Shepherd hear us: hear our prayer. 

Amen.
Lent 4A – March 22 2020 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of this land, we give our respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging.
We gather as God’s people

CANDLE LIGHTING SILENCE – 
The Lord be with you!
WELCOME to our worship at ......... UC. Welcome to worship on this 4th Sunday in the Season of Lent. Welcome to our visitors. Today as we offer God our worship, we celebrate that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners like us.

SONG 
TiS 778 “Shalom to you now”
CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 23) (jug of water)
(Pour water into font with each stanza)
The Lord is my Shepherd: I shall not want (pour water)
I seek the grace of God: 
and my cup will run over ((pour water)
I seek the will of God:
and my cup will run over (pour water)
I seek the strength of God:

and my cup will run over ((pour water)
How generous is God's love: 
so much the world cannot contain it (pour water)
The Lord is my Shepherd: and I lack nothing (pour water)
SONG
TiS 10 “The Lord’s my shepherd”
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Jesus, servant King and Light of the world  you penetrate the darkness of the world with your love and your life, graciously enlightening us in ways which enable us to see the world and our neighbours as you see them.  
We confess, however, that there are times when we choose to reject the gift of  your  insight, preferring to ‘close our eyes’ to the pain and suffering which are  daily experiences for so many people. 
When selfishness blinds us to the needs of others;  
Lord Jesus:  Light of the world, forgive us. 
When our insensitivity blinds us to the hurt we cause others; 
Lord Jesus:  Light of the world, forgive us. 
When our prejudices blind us to the equal dignity and worth of others;
Lord Jesus:  Light of the world, forgive us. 
When our pride blinds us to our own faults; 
Lord Jesus:  Light of the world, forgive us. 
When the lure of wealth blinds us to the poverty of others;
Lord Jesus:  Light of the world, forgive us. 
Jesus, Light of the world, help us to walk in your light so that goodness, righteousness, and truth are made visible as we reflect your love and  your mercy in and through all we say and do. Amen
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
“Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are 
light”.  Know that we can “live as children of the light” (Ephesians 5: 8) because in Jesus, Light of the world, we are enlightened; we are healed; we are forgiven YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

DOXOLOGY TiS 655 “O let the Son of God enfold you”

We Listen for God’s  Word
FIRST READING
Ephesians 5:8-14
EARLY WORD – Blindness and sight – who is Jesus

SONG TiS 164 "The great love of God"

GOSPEL READING
 John 9:1-41

SERMON
"Let the blind see and the deaf hear!"
We respond to God’s Word
SONG  TIS 129  "Amazing grace"
OFFERING AND DEDICATION  

Generous loving God; in Jesus, the Light of the world, you fulfil your promise to be with us when we walk through the darkest valley.  So in grateful thanks we make these offerings.  Bless them and us, we pray, as we seek to worship, witness and serve in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

NOTICES 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Good Shepherd hear us: hear our prayer. 

We are sent out as God's people
SONG  TiS 572 "O thou who camest from above"

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go now and live as children of the light.
Seek what is pleasing to the Lord.
Expose the unfruitful works of darkness,
and commit yourselves to the works of God who sends you.

And may the Lord be your shepherd 
and be all that you need.
May Christ open your eyes 
and guide you along sure paths.
May the Spirit Holy revive your spirits
and tend you with goodness and love
every day of your life.

Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord,
........In the name of Christ. Amen 

BLESSING SONG TiS 780 "May light come into your eyes"

























