Lent 4A- Questions on the Readings - 22 March 2020:

1 Samuel 16:1-13 Questions:  

1. When God chooses and Samuel anoints David, this shows us that God does not see us we see ourselves. How can this be of comfort to us when we feel God's call?
2. If God doesn’t do things the way we expect, how can we see God's actions in the world today?
3. When have you heard the Good News from a source you didn’t expect?




4. From a political perspective, what do you make of Samuel going behind King Saul’s back to anoint David king? Do you find anything risky or even unfortunate about that?
5. Have you ever discerned God's leading? How can we be open to the movement of the Spirit so that we can look beyond how humans see and choose, in order to get at what God really wants?
Psalm 23 Questions:  

1. Psalm 23 also portrays a gradual maturation of our faith. How does our trust in God grow and develop? 
3. What does it feel like for us to affirm in verse 6, that God’s goodness and kindness is chasing, pursuing, and searching for us?
4. Have you ever thought of God as your master? As your servant? Do you perceive God to be more kind, or more demanding?
5. As you examine your life and the lives of those around you, how have you experienced God’s goodness and kindness chasing after you?
5. Where do you experience the shepherding of God in your life…either away from harm, or towards a place where your soul can be revived?
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Ephesians 5:8-14 Questions:  

1. What is a metaphor? Think of some powerful Christian images that help convey metaphor.
2. Christianity, from early times, used the imagery of light versus dark as a metaphor for the Christian life in the world. At what other times beside Lent, recently have you have encountered light vs. dark imagery in the church and church year?
3. What are your first thoughts when waking? What might happen if you focused your waking energy on that which is good and right and true?

4. How have you been a shining light for the world recently?
5. How might members of your congregation have you been a shining light for the world recently?

John 9:1-41 Questions:  

1. Which is worse, to be blind, physically, or to have a blind heart and inattentive ears? As spiritual as we may be, would any of us volunteer to be physically blind? 
2. Disability is a very difficult topic for us. So much of our lives are about what we can do. How does your church deal with disabled people? What special steps have been taken to include people with a disability in your congregation? 
3. How have you felt disabled, weak or a failure in your life?  How has that been a means of experiencing God’s radical compassion and forgiveness? How can this experience help other people to overcome their own feelings of disability, weakness or failure through their faith in God?

4. Placing ourselves in the position of the person whose sight has been restored, how might the world look through newly opened eyes? Where might God be revealed in this new vision?
5. When did you “see the light” about a situation in your own life, or in the world around you? What differed between your first assumptions, and the eventual recognition of truth? Where is God in your own story?

