Lent 5A- Questions on the Readings - 29 March 2020:

Ezekiel 37:1-14 Questions:  

1. Ezekiel's vision context here is the exile -  of a valley full of dry, dead, silent bones. Is this what exile is like: chaos and hopelessness? What  dry, chaotic places of exile can we experience?
2. Ezekiel is told by God to call out to these dry bones to hear the word of the Lord and live. What Genesis creation story parallels this putting flesh on dusty, dry bones?  
3.  Where are the lifeless valleys of our own lives or the lives of our communities? How can God's spirit lead us out of these dry, lifeless places and give us new life?
4. The metaphorical use of dry bones in the passage refers to a state of loss of hope. In what areas, does your congregation find its spirituality drained and needing rejuvenation?

5. How might God’s word be calling us to new life as we approach the end of this season of Lent?










Psalm 130 Questions:  
1. Psalm 130  begins in the depths of despair. What is the cry from the depth of our own heart? What might be getting in the way of crying out to the God who hears?
2 The second movement of the psalm names the reality that all God's people have fallen short of living God's ways. But the psalmist has confidence that forgiveness continues to hold God’s people in relationship with God. How do we live with this confidence in God's forgiveness? 
3. The third movement involves waiting. What is the quality of our waiting? Are we restless for the coming kingdom? Or have we placed our hope in something other than God’s promise in Christ?
4. The final movement of the psalm proclaims to all of Israel the “steadfast love” of the Lord and God’s “great power to redeem". How can we share, with others, God’s steadfast love and our hope in God's power to forgive and renew us?  
5. In what ways, can we use God’s love and forgiveness in building up our faith  community?

 ow c
Romans 8:6-11 Questions:  

1. What does Paul’s call to set our minds upon the Spirit mean for us during this season of Lent?
2. If Christ is in us, then how do we express this in the way we live out our faith? (v10)
3. Have we taken time to really engage in the struggle to reshape our lives so that they might be more reflective of Christ’s self-giving love?
4. When Paul says “for all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God” (v.14), how does this help us to live in the freedom of God's Spirit?
5. How can our Lenten discipline lead to a fuller life for us and for others?
John 11:1-45 Questions:  

1. John’s dramatic “sign” narrative of Lazarus points to the resurrection of Christ. So, what does this story say to us about the one who performs the sign?
2. What does this story say to us about the identity of Christ?
4. In this story we see signs of God’s love - with Martha, Mary and Lazarus; with Jesus' distress at their distress; with God's desire to lift our human bondage to sin and death. How is Christ’s love shown throughout this passage? As bystanders in this scene, how can we respond to this sign?

5. Can you remember a time, like Mary and Martha,  when you found it difficult to follow Jesus? What gave you the strength to continue? 
5. Lent is a time of self-reflection and repentance through prayers, fasting, and self-denial. As the church focuses on Christ’s Passion and the revealed glory in Resurrection. In what ways does the above Gospel narrative prepare us for the same?

